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The destined path

bythe Master—, through BenjaminCreme

It is becoming increasingly clear that man is
ready for agreat |eap forward. Despitethemany
tensions and dangers which still exist, and
which to many seem increasing, the human
kingdom is moving forward and upwards in
linewith the Plan which guidesthe actionsof us
al. The Cosmic Magnet draws everything to-
wards aplanned destination; the energies of the
magnet wax in power and cannot be withstood.
Man must learn and understand the power and
benefice of Cosmos. Thus will he grow cor-
rectly with the minimum of suffering.

The Light of Cosmos shines on man as
never before, inspiring him to simplify hislife
and so regain the connection with the Source
which, sadly, he has lost.

Were men to heed these words, they would
soon enter into a state of Being altogether new
in their long journey to perfection.

Time, for the old ways, is fast running out.
The old thinking and acting, which cause men
somuchdistress, isnearingitsend. A new Light
sheds its beauty over humanity and bringsto a
conclusion the aberrations of the past.

Thus do We see the future for man as one
bathed in the light of the new understanding.
Thus do We rejoice at the nearness of the time.

Revelation

Man’'s long struggle to build the structures
which will serve hisrightful purposesisamost
over. The required forms are already dimly
sensed and soon will break upon his under-
standing as revelation.
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From that moment alone, his progress will
astonish all but thewatching Brothers. We have
for long worked towards this end and wait
patiently for itsenactment. We know that men’s
hearts are ready to give form to their loftiest
aspirations, toenter willingly intoafutureasyet
unknown, to rectify the mistakesof the past and
to begin again on the long ladder of ascent. We
know this to be so and have confidence in
man’s capacity to change when needs he
must.

This is such a time. Conditions on Earth
are deteriorating rapidly: the divisionswhich
have dogged men for centuries raise, as ever,
their perennial problems. The planet groans
under the impact of man’s wanton destruc-
tion. Men await asign, an assurance of leader-
ship and guidance, and an opportunity to
hope.

The signs, for men, are everywhere to be
seen. The guidance is assured. The reasons for
hope are long and constantly offered.

That men heed them not results from fear.
Blind, men are, because they are afraid to see.
When, soon, Maitreya steps into the centre of
man'’s affairs, making known the reasons for,
and the solutions to, man’s problems, they will
see that the leadership they yearn for has long
been theirs to enjoy, that the time has come to
abandon the destructive ways of the past, and
that al unknown, they have within themselves
the hope and capacity which will remake this
world and set it, once again, balanced and safe,
bravely on its destined path. .
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POINT OF VIEW

Politics vital for human development

by Ann Pettifor

London, UK— Paliticsandhumandevel op-
ment go together like a horse and carriage,
argues the United Nations Development’s
(UNDP) | atestreport Deepeningdemocracy
inafragmentedworld. Anddemocraticpoli-
tics, it asserts, isthe best workhorse for the
carriageof humandevel opment: 42 out of the
48 high human-devel opment countries are
democracies.

At the same time, the report notesin a
sweeping overview of governance across
theworld: “ peopleseemto havelost confid-
ence in the effectiveness of their govern-
ments and often seem to be losing faith in
democracy”. Gallup International’s Mil-
lennium Survey asked more than 50,000
peoplein 60 countries: “Wouldyou say that
your country is governed by the will of the
people?’ Fewer than a third said yes. The
survey also asked: “Does government re-
spondtothewill of thepeople?’ Only 10 per
cent said that it did.

The UNDP report ranks countries by
subjective and objective indicators of
good, democratic governance. Britain fares
comparatively well on most of the subject-
ive indicators: civil liberties, political
rights, law and order, government effective-
ness. The exception is concentration of
power inthe media. As Albert Camus once
argued: “ The pressisfree when it does not
depend on either the power of government
or the power of money.” Inthe UK the press
depends on the power of money. Four
groups own 85 per cent of the daily press,
accounting for two thirds of total circula-
tion.

The UK asofallsdown onthe UNDP's
objective indicators. British voter turnout
is among the lowest (59 per cent) of all
democratic states, lower than Germany (82
per cent), Greece(76 per cent),and Spain(71
per cent). Women are poorly representedin
Parliament, holding only 17 per cent of
seats. This is better than in Japan (10 per
cent) and the US (13.8 per cent), but worse
than Germany (31 per cent), Spain (27 per
cent), and the Seychelles (23 per cent).
Trade Union membership islow, at 26 per
cent of the non-agricultural labour force,
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lower than Sweden (77 per cent), Norway (52
per cent), and Canada(31 per cent).

Which makesit all the more significant
that BritainhasmoreNGOs(3,388) thanany
other country except France(3,551). Howto
explainthat?Perhapsit has somethingto do
with the attitude of British but also most
western political parties. Almost without
exception they downgrade democratic
politics and instead promote the market as
the most efficient, reliable, and democratic
mechanism for allocating resources. More
efficient and democratic, according to some
economists, than a “rent-seeking” parlia-
ment, government, or local authority.

The electorate, particularly the young
andwomen, havegotthemessage. If the*in-
visible (and unaccountable) hand” of the
market is allocating resources — to rail-
ways, football clubs, and pensions — then
why bother with government, political par-
ties, and the democratic process?

But therearestill many who believethat
the market should not displace democratic
politics and governments. Having been
abandoned by political parties, we have
tried to achieve a fairer and more sustain-
ableallocation of resourcesby other means.
We engage in campaigns like those which
oppose the interests of the global rentier
[moneyed] class by “looking to the local”,
or those which challenge international in-
justice (like Jubilee 2000) and offer solu-
tions to environmental degradation (like
the Global Commons Institute).

Thereport notesthat over the period that
the market has been freed up by govern-
mentsto take over therole of allocating re-
sources, “theworld hasbecome much more
unequal, with thelevel of inequality world-
wide grotesque’. Between 1970 and the
1990s the world was more unequal than at
any time before 1950. Countries of the Or-
ganization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) haveincreased their
incomesover the past two decades, but most
have seen rising income inequality, “most
consistently and dramatically in the United
KingdomandtheUnited States”, assertsthe
report. Between1979and 1997 USreal GDP

per capitagrew 38 per cent, but theincomeof
afamily withmedianearningsgrewonly 9per
cent. Somost of thegainwascaptured by the
very richest people. Theincomeof thetop 1
per cent of familieswas 10 timesthat of the
medianfamilyin1979—and23timeshigher
in1997.

So the invisible hand is working for
some. Thisis mainly because the links be-
tween democracy and human devel opment
have been weakened.

There is now universal concern for
“good governance”, particularly from big
corporations and the World Bank, desper-
ate for legal systems that will guarantee
property rights. But their concern seldom
extends to the notion of good demacratic
governance. If we are to “enlarge human
choices and build human capabilities’ ar-
gues the UNDP, we cannot have the one
without the other. The carriage will not ad-
vancewithout thehorse. (© IPS) °

Democracy gaining ground

In the 1980sthe world had nearly 70 au-
thoritarian regimes; now, 20 years ater,
thenumber of dictatorshipshasshrunk to
26.Inthelast 20yearsL atin Americajet-
tisoned many military juntas, the fall of
the Berlin Wall brought about aflood of
changes in Eastern Europe, the Philip-
pines deposed Marcos, and in Africa a
number of dictatorswere overthrown.

This does not necessarily mean that
these countries automatically became
truly democratic. Approximately 40
countries are in a transitional phase,
some of them lacking full freedom of the
press, or the freedom to form trade
unions, a reliable judicial system or a
proper opposition.

From 1985 to 2000 the proportion of
democratic countries grew from 38 per
cent to 57 per cent, while authoritarian
countries decreased from 45 per cent to
30 per cent. (Source: Trouw, the Nether-
lands) °
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Living under occupation

Aninterviewwith Belinda Coote by Gill Fry

The UK charity Medical Aid for Palestin-
ians (MAP) was formed in 1984 after the
massacre of hundreds of Palestinian refu-
gees at the Sabra-Shatila camps in Leb-
anon. For 18 yearsMAP has provided med-
ical equipment and medicines, opened
health clinics and trained health workers
throughout the occupied territories. Work-
ing with the Palestine Ministry of Health,
the Palestine Red Crescent Society and
many non-governmental organizations,
MAP aimsto address the most urgent med-
ical needs of Palestinians. MAP has many
longterm developmental projects planned,
but since the beginning of the current
intifada in 2000, with conditions deterior-
ating, the focus has changed to providing
emergency relief. MAP reports: “ Our staff
work alongside what remains of the Pales-
tinian health service—doctors and nurses
determined to help their peopleworking in
crumbling hospitalsand clinicsthat are of-
ten flooded with casualties. Despite cur-
fews and intimidating military check-
points, MAP relief convoys are still getting
through with food parcels, milk for chil-
dren, and first aid supplies.”

Gill Fryinterviewed MAP’ schief executive
Belinda Coote for Share International at
their headquarters in Islington, London,
UK. Having worked for Oxfam for over 18
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years Ms Coote joined MAP in July 2002,
and made her first visit to the West Bank,
Gaza and Lebanon in October 2002.

Share International: Could you describe
your recent trip—did you visit the refugee
campsin the West Bank and Gaza?
BelindaCoote: | went to the West Bank and
Gaza but we didn’'t get into the refugee
campsthere becausethingswerevery tense
at the time. Gazais a 28-kilometre strip of
land along thecoast and it’ slikeentering an
open prison, or another country — you have
to gothrough passport control — andit’ sall
very heavily militarized. Once you are
there, inmany wayslifelookspretty normal
onthesurface. Thereareshopsand commer-
cial activities, hotelsfor theodd visitor like
ourselves, right on the beach — you get the
senseof what could beavery prosperousbit
of land. But when you spend timethereyou
begin to realize how extraordinary it is to
livethere, becausethePal estinianswholive
in Gazaarenot freetocomeandgo at all.

Sl: What difficulties do the Palestinians
face there?

BC: Themainthing going onwhilewewere
there, and | think is still going on, is that
every night thereisamilitary incursioninto
Gaza. Y oudon’t know wherethey aregoing

Palestinianwoman
and child

© MAP: photo by Carlos Reyes-Manzo

to come, but usually eight to ten tanks and
bulldozers enter a specific part of the Strip,
and proceedto demolishtwoor threehouses
— and usually somebody is killed. This
happensevery night oramissileisfiredfrom
twoor threemilesaway intothe Striptotake
out a particular house and usually alot of
peoplewithiit.

The fear that people live with was very
striking: children can’t sleep at night,
people are jumpy — it isarealy traumat-
ized population. We stayed one night and
there was an incursion in Gaza City not far
fromwherewewere. Oneman, about 50, was
killed— hewason night guard-duty. When
the tanks came in they shot him dead as he
was sitting outside a shop, then they de-
stroyed threeshopsand | eft. End of story for
them, but what we picked up on was the
huge grief that hisfamily had to go through,
andtheanger andfear. Nobody wasalleging
that this man had any linksto Hamas— he
wasjust aregular guy with four or fivechil-
dren and ayoung wife. And | don’t think it
gotalineinthenewspapers. Thisisgoingon
all thetime.

Sl: Isitdifficult thentolead anormal family
life?

BC: We visited one family who lived out-
side GazaCity and they had obviously been
quite wealthy, well-to-do Palestinians at
onepoint. Thefather isthehead teacher of a
local secondary school of 1,000 pupils. He
hasavery articulate 17-year-old daughter, a
couple of younger children, his wife and
mother, and they livein what was probably
once a beautiful house set in lovely land,
with greenhouses, trees and vegetables.
Twoyearsagothelsraeliswantedthefamily

to moveout so that they could makeamilit- 7
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71 ary outpost and occupy the house. He and

his family made the decision to stay and
now they live under siege: they areonly al-
lowed on the ground floor and there is a
great tower behind the house, with a gun
permanently trained onto their courtyard.
They told us stories of how they were or-
dered into oneroom and madeto stay there
while the soldiers occupied the rest of the
house. For some reason the Israeli army
stopped short of killingthefamily, whichis
what has happened to many families who
won't move. Thefather isavery determined
man, whosegreat mantraminlifeispeace—
hehasno bitternessagainst the | sraeli forces.

Sl: Isafood crisisdevel oping?

BC: Yes, there’salot of malnutrition. We
went to a clinic and saw many undernour-
ishedchildren. Itisnotlikepartsof Africaat
the moment but the situation is deteriorat-
ing very quickly with people really strug-
gling to survive. In the camps where the
greatest need is, there are people without
any means of income trying to feed large
families and keep them decent.

They get food in the Strip but people
don’t have money becausethey don’t work.
Destroying two or three businessesor shops
a night has a devastating effect on the
economy. The worst thing in many waysis
the trauma and the humiliation of being
held captiveinthisway and of being subject
to these nightly attacks.

Sl: What is the situation like in the West
Bank?
BC: The West Bank is something else alto-
gether—withthel sraeli policy of fragment-
ing the region with a number of different
strategies. Firstly there is rampant settle-
ment and road-building in every strategic
location, on top of hills for instance. If the
settlementisn’tyet built, it hasbeen marked
out by little wooden hutsin acircle. Roads
are cut through the landscape to get to the
settlements — these roads are settlers’
roads, sothey can’t be used by Palestinians.
The environmental impact is huge, with the
West Bank being cut up into strips — huge
swathes of road carved through the hillsides.
The other thing is the checkpoints: you
can only get to every city or habitation in
the West Bank by going through an Israeli
checkpoint. These are often manned by 17-
year-oldsoldiers—young menandwomen.
They are very nervous and have huge
amounts of weaponry so they are very dan-
gerous.
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Women at a funeral — a daily event

Sl: Do the checkpoints cause a lot of frus-
tration?

BC: Thereisaritual humiliation of Palestin-
iansgoinginand out. Wewereat onecheck-
point waiting to get through and saw a
woman who was completely desperate, be-
sideherself, screaming and crying, and they
wouldn’t let her through. She held up a
piece of paper to us. It said in English: “I

have angina. | need to get to the hospital .”

A lot of roadsinto Palestinian areas are
blocked: they put trees across or have
mounds of earth shovelled over them or
someother tactic. You'll bedrivingaongto
a village and suddenly you'll hit a road-
block and have to turn round.

Another strategy is the curfews. In
Ramallah, where we have an office, they
havebeenunder curfewfrom6pmto6amfor
about three or four months. Every now and
then the Israelis call full-day curfews, so
people can’'t go to work, run their business,
gototheshops— they haveto stay at home.

Sl: What isMAP doing there?

BC: MAPisdoing avariety of things. Itis
very difficult for people to move about in
theWest Bank now, andtoget basicmedical
help or vaccinations, so MAP s supporting
anetwork of rural clinicssothat peoplehave
a clinic in their area operating one day a
week. We are getting a lot of requests for
food and basic emergency supplies. We
sendinfood parcel swhenever wecan, but it
is very difficult and dangerous to get
around. We get alot of requestsrelating to
the psycho-social trauma, particularly in

© MAP: photo by Carlos Reyes-Manzo

Gaza, andrequestsforincome-generationso
thatwomenespecially canrai sesomemoney
to keep their families. So MAP's focus is
shifting: in the last two years since the
intifada, wehavegoneright back into emer-
gency relief work.

Sl: Aremedical facilitiesaffected by thels-
raeli army?

BC: The Isragli army is destroying ambu-
lances — you see them bulldozed or run
over by the tanks. They haven't destroyed
the hospitals, and we still take in medical
supplies and equipment. A large number of
babies are being born at checkpoints be-
causewomen can’'t get to hospitals, and tra-
ditional diseases of poverty areincreasing,
like malnutrition and TB. A lot of vaccina-
tion programmes have been interrupted so
there’ s the worry of are-emergence in the
futureof somedi seasesthat had beeneradic-
ated.

Sl Istheremuch evidenceof childrenbeing
psychologically disturbed?

BC: A lot —thiswasvery striking in Gaza.
Children are having nightmares, bed-wet-
ting, lack of concentration— all theclassic
syptoms of traumatized behaviour. You
hear explosions going off during the day,
helicopters buzzing overhead, and you can
seethefear around: “What arethey goingto
hitthistime?’ Thereisnosafeplaceyoucan
gotothat isimmune from attack.

Sl: Dothechildren goto school most days?
BC: Yes, thereare schoolsand the Pal estin-
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ians put a very high value on education.
WhenwewenttoNablusitwasfull of tanks.
We got there when they were all leaving
school — lots of young boys and young
women in their school uniforms walking
downthestreet. | thought they wereextraord-
inarily braveto walk straight past the tanks
to get home. Y ou have to admire them so
much for keeping their livestogether.

Sl: Therehasbeentalkof ‘ snipers’ shooting
at the Palestinians. Have you heard about
this?

BC: Therearealot of settlersdoing that. As
we were driving up to Nablus there is a
stretch of road where there are quite high
hillseither side. For sometimethat roadwas
not considered safe because there were
snipersup inthehillsjust picking off cars. |
was very pleased to get to the other end of
that road — it isavery difficult, dangerous
place at the moment.

SI: What islifelikein the refugee campsin
Lebanon?

BC: There are about a quarter of amillion
refugees. There was alarge influx in 1948
and many are still there 50 years later who
have absolutely no civil, economic or po-
litical rights — Lebanon has refused to
make them citizens. There are 73 occupa-
tionsthat they are not allowed to engage in
(which is just about everything), so basic-
aly they are not allowed to work. They are
still in camps, fed by the World Food Pro-
gramme, with their education and health
service delivered by UNRWA (United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency for Pales-
tineRefugeesintheNear East.) They arethe
most pathetic group of peopleit ispossible
to imagine.

SlI: Dothey have housestolivein?
BC: Y es, most of thecampsarenot theclas-
sic tents in rows by any means. What has
developed are like small towns within
towns, but in some parts of Lebanon these
are actually sealed off, so you have to go
through a checkpoint to get into them —
they areliving in segregated communities.
The refugees who went to Jordan or
Syriawere given citizenship but those who
went to Lebanon or Gaza drew the short
straw. Although in Lebanon they are not
having theincursions, life there has an aw-
ful mentality of dependency.

SlI: How areyou hel ping the peopleinthese
camps?
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BC: MAPhashadavery activeprogrammein
Lebanon, supporting and training health
professionals and getting equipment into
hospitals. Now the programme is moving
more towards public health, putting in wa-
ter and sanitation, rewiring, reroofing —
environmental health work coupled with
health education. In Lebanonweneed to do
more capacity building with other NGOs,
getting people more aware of what they can
do, trying to break that dependency culture.

Sl: Doyou see MAP’ sroleasinforming the
public about what’ s going on?

BC: I think that wehaveareal responsibility
in that respect. However, the humanitarian
crisisis being brought about by a political
crisis, so we haveto tread theline carefully
within our humanitarian-charity mandate.

Sl: Reporting of the Palestinian/I sraeli cri-
sisinthemedianearlyalwaysseemstometo
bebiased infavour of the Israeli viewpoint.
BC: Y es, andthelanguageisoftenbiased. A
suicide bomber is called aterrorist and an
attack by thelsraeli army into Gazaiscalled
anincursion. Thereisavery unevenbalance
insomenewspapers.

Sl: Was the situation worse than you ex-
pected?

BC: Yes, and it is really hard to believe it
until you've seenit. | have never seen any-
where where there is such heavy
militarization used so deliberately and op-
pressively against one group of people by
another. It was very shocking. The whole

?}"‘;i&f%r"

Going to school — against the odds

policy by the Israeli defence force in the
West Bank and Gazais, asfar as| can see,
designed to humiliate a group of people,
andisdonevery successfully. Whenyou do
that systematically over a long period of
timethereisgoingtobearesponse, astragic
and awful asthat is.

SI: Are you working with any Israeli
groups?

BC: Thereisagroupcalled‘ Jewsfor Justice
in Palestine’ based in London, and they
have given usvery generousdonations. We
would liketo make morelinkswiththe Jew-
ishcommunity becauseitisterribly import-
ant. | know there are alot of Jewish people
who are appalled by what is going on, and
we need to work with those people.

SlI: Doyou havehopefor thefuture, or isthe
situation heading for a major humanitar-
ian crisis?

BC: Thecrisisishere. Somepeoplefeel that
itjust can’t get any worse— but it could get
worse. Palestinians see the international
community, inadequate as we are, as the
only brake on Israeli aggression towards
them. If Americainvades|raqg, Palestinians
are scared that everybody will be watching
that and not what’s going on in the West
Bank. Sol don’t know what thefuture holds
—it’sprobably going to get even worse be-
foreit getsbetter.

For moreinformation visit: www.map-uk.org
Or telephone: +44-(0)20 72264114 °

© MAP: photo by Carlos Reyes-Manzo
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TRENDS

Courage to refuse

Daily their numbersgrow. Israeli reservists
arefinding the courageto refuseto servein
an army which commits what they see as
unjust and unacceptable acts of repression
and violence against the Palestinian
people. The‘refusenik’ movement in Isragl
first cameto public attention earlier in 2002
when a group of reserve officers signed an
open letter explaining their stance. The sol-
diersclaimtheright to be conscientiousob-
jectorsinthefirstinstancebut alsotaketheir
case much further — asserting that Israel’s
occupation of Palestinian territories on the
West Bank and Gazaisillegal, and, that be-
ing the case, that it istheir duty to refuseto
participate in such acts. In an unpre-
cedented move the “Courage to refuse”
campaignisnow takingitscountry to court.
The movement isgrowing in strength: to
datethereare 501 soldierswho have pledged
to resist carrying out certain orders. Among
thevoicesraised in support of the refuseniks
are those of respected academics and pro-
fessors from anumber of Isragli universities
who have a so published an open letter:
“We, faculty membersfrom anumber of
Israeli universities, wish to express our ap-
preciation and support for those of our stu-
dents and lecturers who refuse to serve as
soldiers in the occupied territories. Such
service too often involves carrying out or-
dersthat haveno placein ademocratic soci-
ety founded on the sanctity of human life.
“For 35 years an entire people, some
three-and-a-half million in number, have

been held without basic human rights. The
occupation and oppression of another
people have brought the State of Israel to
whereitistoday.

“Without an Israeli declaration of an
end to the occupation, accompanied by ap-
propriate action — unilateral, if necessary
—thepresent war isnot beingfought for our
home but for the settlements beyond the
green lineand for the continued oppression
of another people.

“We hereby express our readinessto do
our best to hel p studentswho encounter aca-
demic, administrative or economic dif-
ficultiesasaresult of their refusal toservein
the territories. We call on the University
community at large to support them.”

The testimonies of the soldiers contain
harrowing accounts of military action they
saw, appalling suffering they and their fel-
low soldiers were expected to inflict or ig-
nore—all of whichwas, intheir eyes, illegal
andimmoral, and failed to ensurethe secur-
ity of the Israeli people. Michael Sfard, a
lawyer for the movement and a refusenik
himself, saysthat | sraeli reaction to the Pal -
estinian intifadahas consisted of a series of
human rights violations amounting in fact
to a “systematic mechanism of collective
punishment”. International law prohibits
such action.

Many refuseniks initially served
proudly, ready to protect their country and
fellow citizens; but as their experiences
grew more horrifying they found them-

In this section, we review develop-
ments and opinions which demon-
strate that there is an increasingly
powerful undercurrent sweeping
the world in the direction of synthe-
sis and sharing, relaxation and co-
operation, of new relationships and
new approaches.

selves rebelling. Rami Kaplan, arefusenik
who has been imprisoned for taking astand
and who isnow taking his country to court,
says. “I hated going after kids who threw
stones. Ononeoccasionwesentindozensof
troops just to arrest a 10-year-old kid who
wasonsomelist.” How couldit bepart of an
army’ sregular dutiesto cut down Palestin-
ian orchards, vines and palm trees? “ There
was no tactical explanation.”
Kaplanisconvinced that thearmy’ sac-
tions in the territories are the cause of the
bombings in Tel Aviv. “You have to be
blind to think that people under oppression
won'’t rebel. Suicide bombing isanew phe-
nomenon. It happened after 30 years. This
just shows how bad the situation in the
territorieshasbecome.”

A way out for the poor
in Malaysia

Wijadi (Wanitalnnovatif JayaDiri)isanon-
governmental organization funded by the
UNDP (United Nations Development Pro-
gramme) and based in Malaysia. It was set
up primarily to provide legal assistance to
abused women who were unable to seek

Original Appeal madeby 53reservistsin
Ha Aretz, 1 February 2002:

“We, reserve combat officers and soldiers
of the Israel Defence Forces, who were
raised upon the principles of Zionism,
sacrifice and giving to the people of Israel
and to the State of Israel, who have always
served in the front lines, and who were the
first to carry out any mission, light or
heavy, in order to protect the State of Is-
rael and strengthen it;

“We, combat officers and soldiers
who have served the State of Israel for
long weeks every year, in spite of the dear
cost to our personal lives, have been on
reserve duty all over the Occupied Territ-

ories, and were issued commands and dir-
ectives that had nothing to do with the se-
curity of our country, and that had the sole
purpose of perpetuating our control over
the Palestinian people. We, whose eyes
have seen the bloody toll this Occupation
exacts from both sides;

“We, who sensed how the commands is-
sued to us in the Territories destroy al the
values we had absorbed while growing up in
this country;

“We, who understand now that the price
of Occupation is the loss of IDF's human
character and the corruption of the entire Is-
raeli society;

“We, who know that the Territories are
not Israel, and that al settlements are bound

to be evacuated in the end:

“We hereby declare that we shall not
continue to fight this War of the Settle-
ments.

“We shdl not continue to fight beyond
the 1967 borders in order to dominate, ex-
pel, starve and humiliate an entire people.

“We hereby declare that we shdl con-
tinue serving in the I srael Defence Forcesin
any mission that serves Israel’s defence.

“The missions of occupation and op-

pression do not serve this purpose — and
we shall take no part in them.”
(Source: The Support Committee for Is-
raeli Freedom and Human Rights Organ-
izations Foundation, the Netherlands;
The Guardian, UK; www.seruv.org)
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justicefor themselves.

However, Wijadi discovered quickly
that most of these women had no income
whatsoever and were living in poverty.
“They werein dire need of financial assist-
ance,” Anihalsahak, executive officer and
chairman of Wijadi, explains. Malaysiais
one of the few South-East Asian countries
where inequality between the rich and the
poor isnot very marked. Accordingto are-
port by the World Bank, real average per
capitaincomeincreased 2.5timesinaquar-
ter of acentury, and the poverty rate shrank
from slightly over half of the population to
7.8 per cent. But hard-core poverty is still
critical insomeareasand ethnicgroups, and
particularly affectswomen.

Wijadi started its income-generating
project with small grants enabling single
mothers to become self-sufficient. To
qualify for the grant, the project has to be
related to sustainable living and bio-
diversity, sotheactivitiescarried out gener-
ateastableincomefor women, and preserve
and protect the environment. For example,
Wijadi manages a garden with endangered
aguatic and terrestrial plants, and fruit tree
varieties which are no longer developed
through natural selection or are becoming
extinct. Theapproach to farming issustain-
able, using natural compost and animal
waste as manure, and a drip irrigation sys-
tem. Thereareal so plansfor asolar pumpto
tap ground water. Plants are harvested and
sent for extraction of essential oils which
will be used in soaps and candles. Women
involved earn about 10 Malaysian Ringgit
(approximately US$2.5) for half a day’s
work and havetheir own plot of landtogrow
vegetables.

However fundamental to eradicating
poverty, economic growth alone is not
enough, and the state Government must
play itsrole. “1t really depends on how the
resources generated are used. |s education
provided widely? Do you have a good
healthcaresystem, andwhohasaccesstoit ?
Who gets to make decisions?’ These are
some fundamental issues underlined by Dr
MaxineOlson, UNDPrepresentativeinMa-
laysia.“ Thesearewhat makesthedefinition
of poverty very broad. It includes depriva-
tion of essential capabilities for along and
happy life, lack of economic resources, ac-
cessto health and education as well as par-
ticipation in decisions that affect one's
life.” (Source: New Straits Times, Malaysia)
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Truce in Ivory Coast

A rebellion that killed hundreds of
peoplein the Ivory Coast ended with the
signing of atruce by the insurgents who
had occupied locations in the north and
central areas of the country for over a
month. Once the model for stability in
West Africa, the nation had become un-
settled with ethnic, religious and polit-
ical tensions rising to the surface. The
framework for the peace proposals was
initiated by the head of the Economic
Community of West African States, are-
gional grouping which agreed to the de-
ployment of West African troopsto mon-
itor the cease-fire. According to one me-
diator, thetruceprovides*aframework of
principlesto bring an end to the ongoing
crisis through dialogue and negoti-
ations”. (Source: The New York Times,
USA; BBCNews, UK)

Women vote in Bahrain

The Persian Gulf kingdom of Bahrain made
history with itsfirst parliamentary election
in 30 years. It marked the first time women
were alowed to run for office and vote in
any parliamentary electioninthe Arab Gulf
region. Although no woman was elected to
theparliament, two of the eight womenwho
ranwill continueto thesecond round of vot-
ing. Twelve secular and nine Islamic can-
didateswon the 21 contested seats, with the
secular candidates securing 21 seats over-
all. The elected members of the Consult-
ative Council will share decision-
making with the members appointed by
the Amir of Bahrain, Shaikh Hamad bin
Isaal-Khalifa

The election represented part of amove
by the progressive king to encourage eco-
nomic growth and defuse tensions between
the country’s Sunni and Shiite Muslims,
and followed municipal electionsheld earl-
ier in 2002. Shaikh Hamad paved the way
for these elections by releasing political
prisoners, repealing lawsthat punished dis-
sidents, and relaxing rulesthat inhibited the
press.

Eventhoughdemocracy isstill aworkin
progress and critics argue that the elected
Parliament lacks true power because it can
only legislate with the consent of the ap-
pointed House, the tentative steps taken to-
ward shared decision-making, building

coalitions, and giving the peopleavoicein
solving their own problems, can only be
viewed as aray of hope. (Source: The New
YorkTimes,USA)

Working-class President
elected in Brazil

Inalandslidevictory, with over 61 per cent
of the vote, Luis Inacio Lula da Silva be-
came the first elected working-class Pres-
ident of Brazil. A former factory worker, la-
bour union leader and imprisoned dissid-
ent,andthesonof farmlabourers, Lulg, ashe
is commonly known, has been given a
mandateto remake Latin America slargest
country. Candido Mendes, a leading polit-
ical scientist in Brazil, points out that Lula
“won every region of the country at every
stratumof society” andthat theelectionrep-
resents* an historic shift of direction, which
shows how much this country wants
change”.

The Workers' Party, founded by da
Silvaalong with agroup of intellectuals,
labour leaders and environmentalists
after hisrelease from prison in 1980, has
persevered in successive el ections, mod-
erating their views but remaining true to
their primary responsibility of ending
hunger and malnutrition among more
than 20 million Brazilians. DaSilvaeven
chose Jose Alemar, atextile magnate and
member of the Centrist Liberal party, as
his Vice President. Said Alemar: “Lula
represents labour, and | represent cap-
ital.” Theunusual alliancewill be needed
to reassure foreign investors and finan-
cial institutions who are being encour-
aged to give da Silva some breathing
space and be understanding of Brazil’'s
financial plight.

“Hope has vanquished fear,” said da
Silva as he promised to “do everything
within my reach to bring more peace to
our continent” and “build a country that
has more justice, brotherhood and solid-
arity.” He continues: “The endemic
deprivations suffered by the working
classcannot berectified overnight. There
are no miraculous solutions for such a
hugesocial debt ... Ifinfour yearswesuc-
ceed in our goal of ensuring that every-
oneinBrazil getsthreemealsaday, it will
be the major achievement in my life".
(Source: The New York Times, USA; La
Vanguardia, Spain; BBC News, UK) e
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RENAISSANCE OF THE BRANDT REPORTS —PART 1

Global negotiations

by JamesBernard Quilligan

In its July/August 2002 issue Share
I nternational published thefirst of a series
of articles — in essence “the Brandt
Commission Report revisited” . In a major
assessment of progress achieved since the
Brandt Reports of 1980 and 1983 James
Quilligan provides a keen analysis of the
half-successes and failures in
implementing the changes urged by the
Brandt Commission.

In 1977 Willy Brandt, former German
Chancellor, gathered a group of former
heads of state and eminent figures to
examine* thefailure of the global economy
and the problems plaguing developing
nations’ . Now, morethan 20yearssincethe
publication of the Commission’s report
North-South: A Programfor Survival and
its sequel Common Crisis: North-South
Co-operation for World Recovery, James
Quilligan says: “ The international
community hashad morethanalittletimeto
respond. Stakeholder s of thewor|d deserve
an appraisal of how we have fared —
measurable results that provide a glimpse
of where global society may be heading.
What follows is an update of the major
issues that the Brandt Commission
addressed, along with an evaluation of the
Commission’s proposals associated with
them. Agradeisalso assigned at the end of
each action item, holding everyone to
account for our 20-year progress towards
the Brandt objectives.”

James Quilligan now focuses on global
negotiations, and concludes his survey,
deploring the lack of progress made since
the publication of the Brandt Commission
Reports.

Global Negotiations

North-South called for asummit of interna-
tional leadersto discusstheforegoing array
of development issues. Brandt hoped that
these interrelated concerns would not re-
main under separate negotiations, to lan-
guishin the province of specialists. Rather,
the Commission wished to seeinternational
development issues considered together
and dealt with simultaneously by a wide-
ranging group of world representatives, re-
flecting the realities of interdependence.
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The Brandt Commission envisioned an
ongoing multilateral forum* for discussing
the entire range of North-South issues
among all the nations,” with the goal of
launching an international emergency re-
lief program and creating a stable monetary
and financial system. (Common Crisis, 5)
The Brandt Commission stood for the prin-
ciple of inclusion, of issues as well as na-
tions: “ The aim of ‘global negotiations’ is
international consensus. This means that
no single problem, energy or debt or food,
for example, would be viewed in isolation
without considering its direct implications
on thefull global agenda of interconnected
issues.” (CC,5-6)

At Brandt’ sinvitation, 22 world leaders
met in Cancun, Mexico, on 22-23 October
1981 to discuss the issues raised in North-
South. Attending this meeting were leaders
from the devel oped world, aswell as heads
of state and other leading figures from de-
veloping nations. In spite of lively ex-
changes among the many heads of state, the
economic conferencefailed to produceres-
ults, and there have been no North-South
summitssince. Brandt sensed an unwilling-
nessfor further dialogue, noting that: “ after
Cancun therewasa setback. Most industri-
alized countries, facing deteriorating eco-
nomic conditions at home, adopted self-
centered measures — with dramatic and
damaging side-effects on North-South eco-
nomic co-operation.” (CC, 4)

Why the impasse? |n essence, devel op-
ing countries have been under-represented
in the management and decision-making
proceduresof theworld economy, whilede-
veloped countries are reluctant to change a
system structured in their favor. Y et, asthe
Brandt Reports stressed: “ the achievement
of economic growthin one country depends
increasingly on the performance of others.
The South cannot grow adequately without
the North. The North cannot prosper or im-
prove its situation unless there is greater
progressin the South.” (North-South, 33)

The fact of economic interdependence
seems self-evident, but after 20 years the
world economy remains unco-ordinated,
[eft to the determinism of market forces. In
an interconnected world, there is still no

The Brandt proposals:
a report card

Issue/Grade (where A is best and F is
worst), with reference to the effective-
ness of action taken and progress
achieved on the Brandt objectives in
the 20 years since the Brandt Reports.

Hunger: F
Poverty: F
Population: ©
Women: D-
Aid: D-
Debt: D-

Armaments and security: F
Energy and environment: C-
Technology and corporations: D
Trade: D
Money and finance: F
Global negotiations: F

consensus or collective action on vital eco-
nomic matters. Only the Central Banks of
the Group of Seven nationsand the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund have a say in world
monetary policy, and neither speaksfor the
world’ speople.

The Group of Seven nations are preoc-
cupied with their own economies, particu-
larly with the problem of inflation. The G-7
has neither the power nor reach to govern
the international economy or adequately
staunch its financial crises. Absorbed with
domestic problems, the world’s élite
economies have no proactive policy for
international development or the needs of
impoverished nations, even though the G-7
nations' internal decisions have far-reach-
ingimpact ontheinterest rates, taxes, tariffs
and balance-of-payments of all nations.

TheGroup of Sevenwasformedin1975,
largely in reaction to resolutionsby the UN
General Assembly the previous year for a
complete restructuring of the international
economic system, aiming to check any new
economic power bloc that might emerge
from the developing world. Can anyone
claim that G-7 economic policy is espe-
cially democratic in its outlook, when its
member nations (Japan, Italy, Germany,
France, England, Canada and the United
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States) represent just 15 per cent of the
world's population?

Asfor thelnternational Monetary Fund,
it hasno real power to set exchangerates or
promote exchange-rate stability in the
global economy. ThoughtheMFisawell-
known watchdog on economic adjustment
indeveloping countries, it takesahands-off
approach on the economic policies of G-7
nations, the Fund's primary contributors.
Voting proceduresin both the Fund, andits
sister institution, the World Bank, favor de-
veloped countries, especially the United
States.

A hopeful development isthe establish-
ment of the Group of Twenty in 1999. It
brings representatives from developing
countries into discussions about the inter-
national economy and global develop-
ment. The G-20 includes the G-7 nations,
plus severa nations from the developing
world. In 2001, the G-20 began to explore
ways of helping bankrupt nations restruc-
ture their debt without international
bail outs, but no recommendations have yet
been adopted. The G-20 may have somein-
fluence on global financial reform, but the
new panel haslimitations. Heads of statedo
not attend its meetings. The developing
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countries represented are among the
world’s wealthier developing nations. So
far,theagendaof discussionfortheG-20has
beensetlargely by theG-7, theWorld Bank,
andthelMF. Inaddition, the G-20 hasyet to
develop a global audience or find accept-
ance with the majority of developing coun-
tries.

Developing nations have at times
threatened to form a debtor’s cartel. Ad-
vocates say that by repudiating their debts
as an organized bloc, developing nations
could increase their political bargaining
power and force changes in the interna-
tional economic system. In Challenge To
The South (1990), the South Commission,
chaired by former Tanzanian President
Julius Nyerere, put the burden back onto
devel oping nations, urging them to commit
to genuine reform and take responsibility
for the corruption which resultsin govern-
mental mismanagement, authoritarianism,
lack of public accountability, and
militarization.

Likethe South Commission, Brandt be-
lieved that with democratic governance
and greater South-South co-operation, in-
cluding regional economic agreements,
preferential trading, and extension of pay-

“Better living conditions will hardly be achieved without a sense of responsibility for the fate of fellow human beings and without a human
motivation to work and production.”

mentsand credit arrangementsamongthem-
selves, developing nations could heighten
their bargaining position at theinternational
level without having to resort to shrill
protest, which has a chilling effect on the
North. “ Thereisnotimetolosein making a
new start,” said Brandt. “ If the style and
tactics of strident demand and mute
response continue, both development and
world recovery will be victims; people in
both the South and the North will face
mounting hardship.” (CC, 142)

As Brandt suggested, global discus-
sionsmust spring from goodwill, mutual in-
terests and forward-looking policies for
economic advancement: “ Better living
conditions will hardly be achieved without
a sense of responsibility for the fate of fel-
low human beings and without a human
motivation to work and production. Focus-
ing on questions of historical guilt will not
provide answers to the crucial problem of
self-responsibility on which alone mutual
respect can build. Self-righteousness will
neither create jobs nor feed hungry
mouths.” (N-S,25)

It might seem that simply bringing all
the issues together, and all the representat-
ivesrequired to discuss them, would not be
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7) so great atask, but this has proved other-

wise. In spite of the vast disorder produced
by an unregulated monetary system, gov-
ernments are still reluctant to begin con-
structive discussions on the international
economy. After 20 years of ignoring the
problem, there are neither global negoti-
ations, nor a central international body
fully empowered to: fight poverty and meet
humanity’ s basic needs; provide oversight
on speculative capital flows; respond to
economic setbacks and currency crises,
assist the adjustment processin nations in-
dependently; effectively stabilize interna-
tional currencies and exchange-rates; pro-
vide orderly expansion of global liquidity;
oversee sustainable development and pro-
tection of theenvironment; and act asacent-
ral clearing-housefor theworld economy.

The Brandt Commission stressed that
no agendafor world devel opment hasmuch
relevance until all of itsobjectivesare care-
fully woven together into a plan of action,
but sofar thecompeting claimsof Northand
South have produced a stalemate in nego-
tiations for an international program of ac-
tion. Theclosely related issuesdiscussed in
the Brandt reports remain unlinked,
unexamined by nations together.

That is not to underestimate the valu-
ableachievementsof theUnited Nations, its
agencies, and many non-governmental or-
ganizations in hundreds of conferences on
development during the past half-century.
The Brandt Commission acknowledged
that significant progress can be made in
these limited settings, even as the interna-
tional community strivesfor abroader con-
sensus on the international economy:
“Greater use should bemade of single-issue
negotiating conferences, since they are of -
tenmoreefficientinreaching agreement....
In doing so, however, one should not lose
sight of the ways in which different issues
arenaturally interrelated, or of negotiations
inforawhich deal with wider setsof issues.
Single-issue negotiations are complement-
ary to and supportive of universal negoti-
ations, and not contradictory to them. In-
deed, the former have usually arisen out of
thelatter.” (CC, 143)

In recent years, the United Nations has
been striving for expanded partnerships,
more practical policies, and increased co-
operation at theinternational level. Agenda
21, an extensive plan for sustainable devel -
opment adopted by 178 governments at the
1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro,
incorporated many of the Brandt and
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Brundtland Commissions' proposalsonde-
velopment, though subsequent implemen-
tation of those reforms has been hampered
for financial and political reasons.

At the UN Millennium Summit in Sep-
tember 2000, 147 worldleadersset effective
new goals for reducing poverty and child
mortality, and increasing education pro-
grams in developing nations. At the
ground-breaking International Conference
on Financing for Development held in
Monterrey, Mexico, in March 2002, an ar-
ray of groups, including 51 headsof govern-
ment, and numerous representatives of in-
ternational financial and trade institutions,
business, and civil society, held inclusive
roundtable discussions for the first timein
history, addressing key financial issuesre-
lating to international development. The
World Summit on Sustainable Develop-
ment, in August 2002 in Johannesburg, at-
tempted to launch many of the proposalsfor
sustainable devel opment set forth previoudly
at the Rio, Millennium, and Monterrey sum-
mits, with disappointing results.*

“ The extent to which the international
systemwill bemademor eequitabl eisessen-
tially a matter for political decision,” the
Brandt Commission observed. “ We are
lookingfor aworld based |esson power and
status, more on justice and contract; less
discretionary, more governed by fair and
openrules. A start must be made in that di-
rection, and the obvious place to start are
those where positive mutual interests in
change can be identified. We believe there
arenumeroussuchinterests. But greater ef-
forts are required to place them at the
center of debate.” (N-S, 65) (GradeF)

Globalwealthwithoutbenefits

The Brandt Reports called the world to a
higher standard. Developed and develop-
ingnationswereequal ly awareof thestakes.
The incentive to meet Brandt’s objectives
was:. “ that the North as well as the South
gets much in return, both in straightfor-
ward economic benefitsand in a reduction
of uncertainties and instability. And there
is not only the capturing of mutual gain to
be considered, but also the avoidance of
mutual loss. It isnot difficult to envisage a
world in which the measures we propose
arenot carried out; andinwhich the path of
the future leads to reciprocal impoverish-
ment.” (N-S,76-77)

Itistruethat the Brandt Commission set
difficult goals, but it isalso truethat societ-
ieshavefailed to achievethelevel of inter-

national co-operation needed to solve their
most fundamental problems. After 20years,
we havefallen far short of Brandt’ s object-
ivesfor eliminating global poverty, getting
the devel oping world out of debt, and trans-
forming the international economy.

Astheworld' sissues areinterrelated, so
too should be the process of global decision-
making. The Brandt Reportswere acompre-
hensive, forward-looking plan from a group
which, initsown roundtabl e discussions, ex-
emplified the sort of representative negoti-
ations and good faith needed at international
levels to gather consensus on economic is-
suesfromadiversity of world opinion.

The Brandt Commission offered thein-
ternational community a vision for balan-
cing the creation of wealth with the provi-
sion of public services, anticipating new
foundationsfor thefutureof civilization. In
aworldwhereeconomicgrowthhasbecome
the means to human and social develop-
ment, the Brandt Reportsdeclared that | ocal
development must be the means to growth
— " that thefocus hasto benot on machines
or ingtitutions but on people,” and the cre-
ation of asupporting environment in which
they can lead long, healthy, and productive
lives.(N-S,23)

North-South and Common Crisis had a
profound initial impact on the public, gov-
ernments, andinternational agenciesacross
theworld, but went unheeded by devel oped
nations during the prosperous 1980s and
1990s. The disparities about which the
Brandt Commission cautioned arereaching
breaking point. Citizens of the 21st century
will be the clearest judges of whether the
Brandt Reports were off the mark in their
proposals, or perhaps ahead of their time.

InPart 2 of thisseriesof articles, wewill
discuss the dramatic economic changes re-
lating to global debt and international fin-
ance that have occurred since the Brandt
Reports were published.

*See James Guilligan’s report, ‘ Johannesburg
World Summitimpasse’ (S| November 2002).
Formoreinformation:
http://www.brandt21forum.info

Grateful acknowledgment is extended to MIT
Press for permission to use published material
from North-Southand Common Crisis.

Abbreviations

N-S= North-South: A Programfor Survival

CC = Common Crisis. North-South Co-opera-
tionfor WorldRecovery °
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FACTSANDFORECASTS

Global peace movement

growing

“What Maitreya can do is educate, inform,
inspire, create a reliable vehicle — the
voice of the people of all countries of the
world — and create an articulate mass
against which no country in the world can
stand. We need an informed, educated
world public opinion for peace, justice and
freedom. Nothing lesswill do. That ishowit
will be.” (Benjamin Creme, Sl Nov 02)

In an international show of solidarity anti-
war demonstrationscircled theglobein Oc-
tober 2002, showing a growing opposition
toawar against Irag.

Belgium, 25October: protestersgathered at
the US Embassy to say ‘no’ to the war
against Irag.

Denmark, 26 October: 3,000 demon-
strators gathered near the US Embassy in
Copenhagen.

Germany, 26 October: 20,000 rallied in
Berlin and marches were held in 80 Ger-
many cities. Also hundreds protested
against the planned construction of a gi-
gantic US command centrein Heidel berg.
Italy: At least 500,000 peopletook partina
march through Florence on 9 November in
the first Europe-wide anti-war rally. The
protest wastheclimax of thefirst meeting of
the European Social Forum, bringing to-
gether anti-globalization campaigners for
five days of debate and conferences.

Led by banners reading “No War”,
marchers walked peacefully through Flor-
ence, waving rainbow flags and carrying
placards, in a carnival atmosphere, to the
sounds of whistles, brass bands and bag-
pipes. About 100 protesters carried a huge
Palestinian flag to draw attention to the
Middle East conflict. Guy Taylor, from
UK’s Globalize Resistance, told Reuters:
“Thisisthe first Europe-wide anti-war de-
monstrationand | think it’ svital it hasareal
impact. There' ssuch strong underlying op-
position to the war that | think we can stop
it.”

Anti-war groups in Italy are asking
people to hang up white rags, symbolizing
peaceflags, on windowsand bal conies, and
to wear white ribbons on wrists, bags, bi-
cycles, dog leashes or wherever is visible.
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LiketheHIV redribboncampaign, thewhite
ribbons may soon become a potent visual
expression of oppositiontowar.

Japan, 21 October: 600 people marched in
Tokyo at an anti-war rally, with similar-
sized actions in Osaka, Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki. On 26 October a demonstration of
700 peopletook placein Tokyo, organized
by 14 non-governmental organizations.
Norway,26 October: hundreds demon-
strated in Oslo and many Scandinavian cit-
ies.

Puerto Rico, 26 October: hundreds of pro-
testers in San Juan gathered at the Puerto
Rican National Guard to denouncepossible
USmilitary actionin Irag.

Spain, 27 October: there were demonstra-
tions in Madrid, Barcelona, Bilbao,
Oviedo, Valencia, Caceresand Sevilla. The
largest, in Barcelona, drew more than
30,000 people.

Sweden, 26 October: 1,500 marched
through the streets of Stockholm.

The Netherlands, 26 October: nearly
10,000 peopletook to the streetsof Amster-
dam opposing war, and 1,200 protested in
Rotterdam.

The Philippines, 25 October: demon-
stratorsin Manilaprotestedinfront of theUS
embassy against thewar and aso demanded
that UStroops|eavethe Philippines.
Turkey: In Ankaraon 21 October students
braved attacks by policeto protest against a
visit by US Central Command Chief Gen-
eral Tommy Franks, who hasbeennamed as
theregent of Iraq should the US occupy that
country. Their banners read: “We will not
becomesoldiersof theUSA.”

UK: IntheUK aDay of Protest on31 October
saw protestsin over 34 towns, from banner-
drops to teach-ins, from sit-downsto cycle
rides, with many universities and colleges
also getting involved.

In London 3,000 students occupied uni-
versities and held debates about the pos-
siblelragwar, then joined thousandsof pro-
testers at Parliament Square in the evening
for a rally with speakers including Tony
Benn, Tariq Ali and MP Jeremy Corbyn.
The 4,000-5,000 strong gathering then

Over the years, Share International has
printed articles outlining Maitreya’s ex-
pectations concerning political, social,
environmental and spiritual changes in
the world, as presented to us by one of
Maitreya’s associates in the London com-
munity in which He lives. From time to time,
both Benjamin Creme and his Master, have
shared their prognosis of future develop-
ments. In this section, “Facts and fore-
casts”, our staff monitors recent news,
events and comments bearing on these
insights.

walked to 10 Downing Street and held a
lively, colourful demonstration outside
PrimeMinister Tony Blair’ sresidence.
USA, 26 October: some of the largest anti-
war demonstrations since the Vietham War
were held in cities across the United States
to protest against the possible war on Irag.
Marchers in Washington numbered in the
hundreds of thousands, with a companion
demonstration in San Francisco of over
50,000, and smaller protestsincitiessuchas
Augusta, Maineand Austin, Texas.

The turnout in Washington far ex-
ceeded the organizers expectations and
demonstrated that the antiwar movement is
both substantial and building momentum.
Those who came to Washington were a
cross-section of people, and many had
never attended apolitical rally before. Said
one woman: “Being in Washington ener-
gized me, by seeing | wasnot alone.”

A coalition of groups called Interna-
tional Answer asked people to vote in an
online referendum called votenowar.org
whichthey hopewill symbolically counter-
balancethe Congressional votefor military
action. And moveon.org, agroup of online
activists, started an online petition drive
and raised millions of dollars for Congres-
sional candidates.

In an effective display of people power,
The New York Times and National Public
Radiowereforcedto publicly correct them-
selves when their initial erroneous and bi-
ased reporting on the demonstrations were
called into question by an enormous out-
pouring of emailsand phonecallsfrom out-
raged citizens.

(Source: The New York Times, Foundation
for Ethics and Meaning; CNN, Associated
Press,USA; BBCNews, UK)

(continued on page 19)
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Between 1988 and 1993 Maitreya, theWor|d Teacher, rel eased a seriesof for ecastsand anal yses of thecur rent state of thewor |l d, aswell
as fragments of His teachings. Through one of His close associates in the Asian community of London, these were released to Share
I nternational for publication and sent to the world’s media as press releases. Phrased in the words of His associate, a selection of
Maitreya’s spiritual teachings has been arranged by subject to facilitate the reader’ s study and application in daily life.

MAITREYASTEACHINGS

Salvation, equilibrium and harmony

What issalvation?Tobeableto moveabout
in mind, spirit and body at will. (Jul/Aug
1991)

Salvation operates on the spiritual level.
(Jul/Aug 1989)

Salvation is achieved through honesty,
sincerity and detachment. Y ou can go any-
where with these three principles and you
will never fedl fatigued mentally, physic-
aly or spiritually. You feel free within.
(July/Aug 1989)

A person who is physically and mentally
free, not conditioned, and able to express
himself, is often branded as mad. Madness
inthissenseisnot adisease. Maitreyasays.
“Look at asaint. What do you find in him?
He does not allow himself to be condi-
tioned. Hehasthemind and heart of achild.
But heisnot branded asamadman because
he has adopted a holy aura. But a person
who has not adopted this aura, yet who be-
haveslikeachild, isalsofreefromtheauto-
matic processes of conditioning. That per-
son is aso on the threshold of salvation.
Conditioning does not take place in mind,
spirit and body, and the Self can move
around freely. These are natural qualities
from birth. Whoever displays these qual-
itiesfrombirthison thethreshold of salva-
tion.” (Sep 1990)

Asevol ution proceedsfromonestagetoan-
other, the Self becomes that much morein-
dependent, free from commitments.
Whenyou areonthethreshold of salvation,
everything leaves you. (Sep 1990)

Maitreyasays: “Look at saints. When they
reachthethreshold of theL ord, they haveto
leave everything behind. They give up a
mundane life. This is done by the indi-
vidual. But when nature gives you these
conditions, they are natural. They are the
blessings of the Almighty.” (Sep 1990)

Maitreyasays. “ Even by becomingimmor-
14

tal you do not achieve salvation. Salvation
is achieved only through honesty, sincer-
ity and detachment.” (July/Aug 1989)

Equilibrium and Harmony

“How can you say Jesusisthe only begot-
ten Son of God, if the Light which existsin
Jesus exists in the entire creation?’ Equi-
librium and harmony will automatically
evolve out of thisrealization. (Sep 1988)

If you force your viewpoint on someone
else, itcreatesasenseof burden. Thisoccurs
in the totalitarian family, and equally, in
thetotalitarian nation. To pile on rulesand
regulations — a process of addition, or a
process of multiplication (arapid form of
addition) — tilts the scales. There is no
equilibrium. The problem cannot be
solved merely by a process of subtraction.
Theweight decreases, but the problem sub-
sists. Theway forward isthrough division,
which means learning to exchange views
and developing the art of communication.
Freedom lies in the art of communication.
This creates harmony, equilibrium. This
resultsintrue democracy. (Dec 1988)

If youlook outsideall thetimeyouwill lose
sight of your inner self. Life then becomes
too materialistic. If thereverseisthe case,
and you look inside yourself much of the
time, you lose contact with external reality.
Equilibrium between inner and outer leads
to right relationship developing in mind,
spirit and body. The point of equilibrium
must be maintained. (Apr 1989)

When swamis, gurus, etc, experience un-
easinessthey give up theworld and gointo
retreat in caves and mountains. This is
called “peace” butitisnot peace; it isoften
a state of shock such that they cannot face
thevibrationsof life. (Jan/Feb 1992)

Themurderer issick, whichmeansheisout
of balance. Equilibriumin mind, spirit and
body would enable him to express that en-
ergy inanother way. The personin equilib-

rium experiencesastate of freedomwithin.
Hewill not commit murder. (Apr 1990)

If thereisno equilibrium, wars, famineand
natural disasterswill take place. If thereis
equilibrium, the same energy can create
happiness, enabling people to live and
sharetogether. (July/Aug 1990)

The best way forward is to harmonize the
opposing forces (which can be called pos-
itiveand negative); you then createenergy.
There must be an attempt to reach a con-
sensus; thus both forces lose their unnatu-
ralness. Whateverisnatural remains. Other-
wise, you replant the seeds of destruction.
(Oct 1988)

Theheart

Life hasto be balanced, and we have to be
awareof the Self intheheart. (Apr 1990)

Theheartisnever tarnished or touched, itis
the seat of the soul. It isthe mind that leads
usastray. Peace, bliss, happinessand grace
arethequalitiesof the heart. By tuninginto
the ‘feelings of the heart’ you are able to
experienceyour natural innocence, that in-
nocenceyou had asachild. Do not ‘ visual -
ize' theheart. For that isonly themind seek-
ing to find the source of light with atorch.
(Dec 1989)

Even gurus and prophets are now begin-
ning to realize that salvation is not
achieved through the acquisition of phe-
nomenal powers, but only in being humble
totheLord, seated in the heart. (Sep 1988)

Maitreyasaysthat He hascometo guide us
to experience Him in our hearts. That ex-
perience cannot happen in the mind, spirit
or body becausethey existinevolution. Di-
vinity ispureand eternal. The Self existsin
the heart which is where you experience
God. (Apr 1990)

Maitreyasays. “ Theheart of apersonismy

parliament where | give experiences. Itis 71
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SIGNS OF THE TIME

Burial chest of Jesus’ brother found

Aninscriptionin stone, found in or near Je-
rusalem and writteninalanguage and script
of 2,000 yearsago, bearsthewords* James,
son of Joseph, brother of Jesus’. The stone
may bethe earliest artefact ever discovered
relating to the historical Jesus, according to
Frenchancient textsscholar AndréLemaire
who wrote an analysis of the inscriptionin
the magazine Biblical Archaeological Re-
view.

The words, written in Aramaic, were
carved on a 20-inch-long limestone burial
chest or ossuary, similar tothoseused by the
Jewsonly inthefirst centuriesBC and AD.
Morespecifically, Lemairesaid, thestyleof
the script and the forms of certain words
placed the date of the inscription to the last
decadesbeforethedestruction of Jerusalem
in AD 70. Aninvestigation of the stone box
by the Geological Survey of Israel found no
evidence of modern pigments, scratches by
modern cutting tools or other signs of tam-
pering.

Some Biblical scholars said that James
(Jacob or Ya akov), Joseph (Y osef) and
Jesus(Y eshua) were common namesof that
time and place, but it would have been
highly unusual to have the names appear in
the combination and kinship order foundin
the inscription. In addition, rarely would a
brother of the deceased have been added to
the inscription, unless the brother was
prominent.

If the inscription is authentic, and in-
deed refersto Jesusof Nazareth, it would be
the earliest known documentation of Jesus
outside the Bible. But some scholars say it
may beimpossibleto confirmadefinitelink
between theinscription and any of the cent-
ral figuresin thefounding of Christianity.

Itissaid that Jacob was stoned to death
in AD 62 and that his bones would have
been interred in an ossuary a year later.

my temple. When | speak there, changes
take place in the individual’s mind, spirit
and body and no one can stop them.” (Mar
1990)

“The language of the heart is where the
Lordlives.” (Oct 1988) °
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(Source: The New York Times, USA; De
Telegraaf, the Netherlands)
(BenjaminCreme’ sMaster confirmstheau-
thenticity of this find. Maitreya, Himself,
caused it to be found.) [ See also Questions
and Answers.]

UFO sightings worldwide

“ Keepaneyeontheskiesover Britain, Eur-
ope, the whole world. There will be much
activity. Thisisatime when highly evolved
beings are moving into the world, in every
nation and country, giving experiences to
people, showingthemahigher life, ahigher
wisdom.” (Maitreya’s associate, Share
I nternational, April 1990)

Media around the world are reporting hun-
dreds of sightings of unidentified flying
objects, including the selection below:

* AZERBAIJAN: On 20 June 2002 four
silvery-white disks appeared over the cap-
ital Bakou, ontheshoresof the Caspian Sea.
Seen by hundreds of people, the first disk
arrived at about 10am, followed later by
threeothers. The UFOsremained stationary
abovethe city until 3pm, when they moved
slowly towards the Caspian Seabeforedis-
appearing. (Source: Al-Azerbaijani; Amer-

icanFreedomNewsradio, Azerbaijan)

* BULGARIA: Over several nightsin Au-
gust 2002 residents in the city of
Vizrojdentsi saw strange manoeuvresinthe
sky. Onewitness, Anton Dimitrov, aged 14,
saysthat “thefirst UFO wasabright red tri-
angle’. Twoother craft followed, movingin
afigure-of-eight withasmany as10disksin
the sky before disappearing.” (Source:
Sandart, Bulgaria)

¢ FRANCE: In June 2002, aflat object, fly-
ing straight but tilting to one side, was pho-
tographed near Tosnen, inthe Alps.

On 5 July eight red lights, flying in two
triangular formations, were seen over Le
Pertuisand LaMotted Aigues.

On 8 and 10 July a yellow, lighted
sphere was seen flying over Argonnay, in
the Alps. Witnesses said that the light was
only 300 metres away and was moving at a
regular speed, with a sudden increase in
brightnessjust before it disappeared.

On 4 August five ovoid objects were
seen flying towards the dismantled nuclear
plant of Brennilis, Britanny.

On8August aUFO was seen and photo-
graphed above the city of Douai. (Sources:
VSD Magazine, Nord Matin, L’Alsace,
FranceOvni, France)

Circles of light on a bank building in Utrecht, The Netherlands

photo: Adward Blufpand
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SIGNS OF THE TIME

Atapre-school for mainly
Muslim children, in Brus-
sels, Belgium, paintings
are displayed after a trip to
the zoo. The ‘dove-like’

this print was developed is
a blessing from the Master
Jesus.

Photograph sent by
Martine Dupont.

light pattern revealed when

about 11-15metreslong. Theobject
was flying at about 200 metres
above us ... It was moving totally
silently and at low speed, so you
could get quite agood view of it.”
Anders firmly believes the
Hessdal en phenomenon is caused by
alienintelligencewhichisgradually
trying to make contact with us.
(Source: Sl interview) See also: S
Sep 2001. Tovisit Project Hessdalen
website: www.hessdalen.org
* SRI LANKA: On9June 2002 many
UFOsightingswerereported overthe
ancient city of Polonnaruwa, north-
east of Colombo. A “V-shaped” light
was seen by hundreds of witnesses,
including a television journalist. A
team of astrophysicistsfromthe Uni-
versity of Colombo tried unsuccess-
fully to determine the nature of this
light, which moved at a very high
speed while emitting a buzzing
sound. (Source: Timesof India, India
and Sri Lanka; www.ananova.com)
* THE PHILIPPINES: On 28 June
2002 Eleazar H.Allen, aworker at
the Dol e plantation in Pomol ok, on
the west coast of Mindanao Island,
saw abrilliant “éclair-shaped” ob-
ject in the sky. It quickly changed

71 « MALAY SIA: Images of aUFO were cap-

tured by a surveillance camera at the Kota
Kinabalu International Airport in Malay-
sia. Security officersweresurprisedtoseean
unknown object flying across the screen
and disappearing within seconds. Also ase-
curity guard in the area saw a UFO rising
near the ocean, flying over the terminal at
great speed, then disappearing behind the
adjacent hills. He reported: “There was no
sound at al.” (Source: Daily Express, Ma-
laysia)
* NORWAY : Hessdalen, an isolated val-
ley in south-east Norway, iswell-known
for itsmysteriousflying objectsand light
phenomenathat began on amassive scale
in the early 1980s. Theories and specula-
tions abound as to the nature of the mys-
terious lights, which occur both day and
night. ‘ Project Hessdalen’ was launched
to find a scientific explanation for the
phenomenon, which asyet remainsunex-
plained.

Many local residents who witness the
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objectsalmost daily, consider the phenom-
enon to involve alien intelligence. Anders
Berglund of Sweden, hasvisited Hessdalen
for many years, and reportsa UFO sighting
inJuly 2002. Driving out of Hessdalenwith
hisfiancée and her daughter, they suddenly
noticed an elongated object inthe clear sky.
They stopped the car to get a better view
with binoculars. Since it had no wings, jet
engines, propellers, signal lights or win-
dows, Berglund concluded that it could not
be aplane or any other flying object that he
wasfamiliar withfrom serving at aSwedish
airforcebase.

“From what | could see, the object was
cigar-shaped with a smooth, metallic sur-
face of alight golden-brown colour. It was
moving silently at about 100 km per hour
from the east towards the mountainsin the
north, whereit disappearedfromview aftera
couple of minutes. It was difficult to see
through the binoculars since the object
filled the entire lens, but looking at it
with the naked eye, | would say it was

to aflying object aswideasan Air-
bus aircraft (but without wings),
silver in colour and with metallic strips
onitsupper section. After shooting off in
the direction of the plantation, it sud-
denly reversed 10 times faster and dis-
appeared in the sky. (Source:
www.ufoinfo.com)

e TURKEY: On 5 June 2002 Haktan
Akdogan, director of the SiriusCentrefor
Research on UFOs and Space Sciences,
gaveabriefingon UFOsto 70 high-rank-
ing navy and airforce officers. A number
of UFO cases were presented to the of-
ficers, who agreed to co-operate and ex-
change information on the “reality of
UFOsinTurkey”.

(Source: www.siriusufo.org)

* UK: A photograph of an unidentified
flying object taken in Kent in June 2002
excited Graham Birdsall, editor of UFO
Magazine, who called it “one of the
greatest ever UFO pictures’. It shows a
tower-like structure on top “very similar
to the McMinnville and Rouen
sightings”, he said — referring to photo-

SHARE INTERNATIONAL
VOL.21,NO. 10—DECEMBER 2002



SIGNS OF THETIME

In His Message of November 1977,
Maitreya said: “ Those who search for
signswill find them” . Ever since, anin-
creasing number of miraculous phe-
nomena have flooded the world: ap-
pearances, crosses of light, healing
wells, weeping icons and statues.

In May 1988, an associate of Maitreya
stated in Share International: “ The
signs of Maitreya’'s presence in the
world will continue to increase. He is
going to flood theworld with such hap-
penings that the mind can never com-
prehend it.”

graphstaken over McMinnville, Oregon,
USA, in 1950 and Rouen, France, in
1964.

The photograph was snapped in afield
in Tonbridge, UK, by an anonymous pho-
tographer who sent it to the local newspa-
per, The Kent and Sussex Courier. The ob-
ject was seen for 10 minutes moving side-
ways before suddenly disappearing.
(Source: DailyMail, UK)

e UKRAINE: On 5 July 2002 a dazzling
light, similar to that produced by the explo-
sion of amissile, was simultaneously seen
by the pilot of an El Al plane en route be-
tween Tel Aviv and Moscow, and the pilot
of an Oural Airlines plane flying from

Odessa to Ekaterinbourg. Remembering
the dramatic case of an Ukrainian missile
which destroyed a civil plane in October
2001, both pilots alerted the authorities.
Ukrainian authoritiesissued aformal denial
becauseall missileactivity hasbeenforbid-
den since the incident, and in fact no
Ukrainian radar observed any trace of the
light. The light was witnessed by many
people who described it as “a red ball”.
(Source: Agence France-Presse, France;
Reuters, Associated Press)

*VENEZUELA: On3June2002, abrilliant,
flat, circular UFO appeared abovethe el ec-
tricity power plant in Bello Monte near Ca-
racas. Witnesses described the craft ashav-
ing powerful red, yellow and white lights,
likethosein asportsstadium, flashinginan
alternating pattern. The spacecraft stood
till for awhile and then began oscillating
smoothly before disappearing and reap-
pearing twice more. (Source:
Www.newsnet5.com)

White buffalo calves

bring hope

In August 2002, a white buffalo calf was
born on aranch in north central North Da-
kota. By early September, three morewhite

buffalo calves had been born on the same
ranch.

Since the calves' birth, Dakota Native
American elders have visited the ranch,
owned by Dwaine and Debbie Kirk. “The
Elders have such agreat respect for the an-
imals,” said DebbieKirk. “ They sing to the
calves, and leave their sacred tobacco to
honor the spirit of White Buffalo Calf
Woman.”

According to Dakota tradition, the
White Buffalo Calf Woman is a spirit who
appeared to the Dakota Native American
people 2,000 years ago, and foretold atime
when she would return and the people
would know peace, happiness and prosper-
ity. Her return would be heralded by the
birth of awhite buffalo calf.

“The traditional people, the spiritual
people, are really excited about this,” said
Merry Ketterling, a Native American from
the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation in
North Dakota. “With all the problemswith
drugs, alcohol, poverty and broken treaties,
Indian people have held onto this hope that
thingswill get better.”

Bison have made a comeback on the
Great Plains, where millions once roamed.
They were hunted almost to extinction, but
ranchersand farmershavelately devel oped
herds.

A female calf born on afarm in Wis-
consin in 1994 is believed to be the first
white buffalo born in morethan 60 years.

This calf, named Miracle, has be-

Light blessing from Maitreya on a photograph taken at the funeral of Simon llouga’s
mother, 14 July 2001, in Ngambe Babimbi, Cameroon.

come a tourist attraction, as has
White Cloud, an albino calf born
in 1996 in North Dakota.

Several more white calves have
arrived since, including a bull born
in August 2001 in Michigan. It was
given the name Wahos'i Messenger
by Chief Arvol Looking Horseof the
Cheyenne River Reservation in
South Dakota, current keeper of the
sacred pipe. “White Buffalo Calf
Woman's spirit has announced her
message of support in this time of
great danger,” he said at the time of
Messenger’s birth, “and she con-
tinues to announce the message in
the birth of each white buffalo —
each oneof themasign.”

“The birth of four white calves
isasign of great urgency,” Look-
ing Horse said recently. “This is
telling us we are at a crossroads.”
(Source: Star Tribune, North Da-
kota, USA) °
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Medicine should not be a luxury

Aninterviewwith James Orbinski
by Diana Holland

Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) (Doctors
Without Borders) is an independent and
well-respected humanitarian medical re-
lief agency founded in 1971 to provide cru-
cial medical assistanceto victims of armed
conflict, epidemics and natural and man-
made disasters worldwide. It runs 400
projects in 85 countries and was awar ded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1999. Dr James
Orbinski, who chairs the Drugs for Neg-
lected Diseases Working Group of
Médecins Sans Frontieres, was inter-
viewed for Share I nternational at the G6B
[Group of 6 Billion] People’s Summit in
Calgary, Canada, whichran parallel tothe
G-8 Summitin summer 2002.

Share International: MSF has launched
the Campaign for Accessto Essential Medi-
cines — to improve access to essential
drugs for populations in danger. What
compelled your group to begin this cam-
paign?

JamesOrbinski: Thereisagrossinequity in
theamount of effort and money being spent
globally on research and development for
health interventions that focus on the most
neglected and marginalized persons. Only
10 per cent of the global resources that are
spent on research and devel opment is spent
on 90 per cent of the morbidity, mortality
and suffering associated with diseases oc-
curring largely in the developing world.
The corollary is that 90 per cent of the re-
sources— financial, intellectual and mater-
ial resources, globally — is spent on 10 per
cent of the morbidity and mortality that oc-
cursin the so-called devel oped world.

That isastructural manifestation of the
practical reality that we seeevery day onthe
ground. Every single day, we see that our
patients— the poorest of the poor, the most
marginalized, the most neglected peoplein
theworld — areincreasingly dying for lack
of political attention and lack of effective
research directed at devel oping new medi-
cines, new interventions, and healthcare
systemsthat focuson their needs.

Sl Why does that happen?

JO: Intoday’ sglobalized political and eco-
nomicsystem, itislargely marketsand mar-
ket forces that determine who gets what,
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when. Poor people havevirtually no effect-
ive purchasing power, and therefore they
don’t represent a“viable market”. Thereis
no adeguate return on investment for the
pharmaceutical industry, and so thereisno
research and development for new medi-
cines for the diseases that affect those
people, diseaseslike African sleeping sick-
ness, Chagas disease, trachoma and leish-
mani asis— diseasesthat most peopleinthe
North have never heard of, but which affect
hundreds of millions of people. These also
includetuberculosis, malariaand AIDSina
differentway.

For example, there are treatments for
AIDS, butthey needtobemodifiedinsucha
way that they can betaken and used accord-
ing to therealitiesof daily lifein the devel-
oping world: they need to be single-dose,
once-a-day medications that are chem-
ically stable so that they are not susceptible
to variance in humidity and temperatures,
and they need to be capabl e of being stored
for long periodsof timewithout refrigeration.
I’mgiving AIDSasan example, but thesame
principle appliesto virtually every other dis-
easethat |’ ve talked about, in addition to re-
searchfor new and effectivetherapies.

Sl: You need to find the therapies, you need
to find an effective way to package and de-
liver them, and you need to makethemavail -
able and affordable. What is standing in
theway? Isit simply market for ces?

JO: Thereareawholerange of issues. Prob-
ably the easiest way to describe themisto
say that governmentsareincreasingly rely-
ing on the idea of market forces asthe only
way of developing and delivering effective
goodsand services, whether it bemedicines
or healthcare. But the basic problem liesin
that assumption. Market forces have failed
to develop effective therapies for the neg-
lected diseases that | talked about earlier.
They have also failed to deliver existing
therapiesfor AIDS, TBandmalaria. Thefail-
ure of markets should not be used as an ex-
cuse to accept that public policy must also
fail. Wehaveto reversethewhole notion of
society being imbedded in the market, and
recognize that it is the markets that are
imbedded in society, not the other way
round.

Itisoften said that economicsisamoral.
Itisamoral if itisleftwithoutamoral frame-
work in which to operate. To expect that a
moral framework will somehow find space
toexistinamarket systemisjust completely
spurious. There's no question that the key
issueisthe basic values and principles that
define society. They haveto bethe starting
point within which society and the market
are embedded.

We need to be sure of the notion of pub-
lic goods, the idea that there are some
things, some concepts, some goods, some
services that all human beings have aright
to not be excluded from: theright to shelter,
theright to food, theright to work, theright
to healthcare, theright to life-saving essen-
tial medicines.

Sl: All of which isin the UN’s Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

JO. 1 wouldagreeinprinciplethat theUN De-
claration of Human Rights sets out a global
framework that definesbasi c parameterscon-
cerning human dignity and human rights, but
there also has to be an accompanying set of
dutiesthat correlatewiththoserights. When|
talk about the notion of public goods, | think
that isacoreelement of asocia framework. |
would asoincludethenotion of accessto es-
sential medicinesasapublic good.

Sl: How do you achieve accessto essential
medicines for all?

JO: The process of discovering medicines
has historically taken place in the public
sector, largely through universities and
publicly-funded research institutions.
Then there’ saprocess defined as*“research
and development” that has to some extent
typically taken place in the private sector.
We have to be clear that the private sector
has in fact developed some very useful
medicines over the last 100 years. But just
because an individual or body develops a
medicine does not mean that they hold an
exclusive right to exclude others from ac-
cessto that medicine.

Sl: Governmentsareactually not only pay-
ing lip-service to, but also encouraging,
mar ket globalization. How dowefind away
out of the profit motive that will allow the
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initiatives that you are talking about to
take place?

JO: It requires that peopl e citizens take re-
sponsihility ascitizens, and not just as con-
sumers, to understand the underlying dy-
namics and the underlying principles and
values— or the lack thereof — that define
our political/economic space. And that
they take responsibility as citizens — and
thisisafundamental precept of democracy
—toinsistthat valuesdrivesociety, that the
market is embedded in the society and not
the other way round. And that they thenin-
sistthat their governmentscreatethekind of
practical infrastructure that’s required to
addressthese needs.

M SF has been working very hard over
thelast year to create aglobal, public sector
research and development capacity to ad-
dress the need for medicines for the most
neglected diseases. Wehaveavery concrete
plan. We have the commitment of the Bra-
zilian Medical Research Council, the In-
dian Medical Research Council, the Thai
and the Malaysian Medical Research
Councils, the Pasteur Institute in Paris, the
Tropical Diseases Research unit of WHO
and an African working group of research-
ers. We' ve put together this group to focus
onhowwecancreatea” Drugsfor Neglected
Diseases|nitiative” andwehavestartedfive
immediate drug development projects.

We're insisting that governments fund

and could develop new approachesto meet
the needs of their people.

Finally,intermsof accesstoother essen-
tial medicines, therewould be aglobal sys-
tem of equitablepricing. It would recognize
that the price of medicines should be higher
inthe North and much lower in the South so
that individual citizens and governments
could afford to buy those medicines. And
again, it’ snot just amatter of market forces.
It's not a matter of saying: “There will al-
ways be poor people, there will always be
marginalized people, there will aways be
peoplewho areoutsideof theeconomic sys-
tem.” We have a duty as human beings to
make sure that they’re included and that
their needsaremet.

Sl: Doyou havean approximatefigureasto
what this might cost?

JO: Jeffrey Sachs* quotesfrom aDecember
2001 report of the Commission on Macro-
economics and Health, a commission
sponsored by the World Health Organiza-
tion, which stated that by the year 2007, to
achieve the kind of things that | have de-
scribed would require $28 hillion a year,
and by the year 2015 that number would
havetogoupto$38hillionayear. Forthe G-

8, whose grossdomestic product is$21 tril-
lion ayear, that isaninsignificant figure.

Sl: How optimistic areyou?

JO: If infectious diseases and access to
healthcare in the devel oping world are not
the centrepiece of any new initiative, the
initiative will fail. Last year, aGlobal Fund
was established by Kofi Annan and en-
dorsed by the G-8. It calls for $10 hillion a
year to fund treatment, prevention and con-
trol strategiesfor AIDS, TB and malaria. To
date, the G-8 countries have funded it at a
level equivalent to only 5 per cent per year
of what’ srequired. Five per centisnot even
enough hot air to get the balloon off the
ground, let aloneto get it to its destination.
If thewealthiest countriesintheworlddon’t
meet the minimal obligations, which they
set up themselves, then not only do they
leave anincal culable swathe of humanity to
suffer in an inhuman way, but they also di-
minish their own humanity.

For more information on Médecins Sans
Frontieresvisit: www.msf.ca

* Professor Jeffrey Sachs, Economist, Director of
the Center for International Development at
Harvard University, USA. °

Facts and forecasts

this initiative, learn from it and create a continued from page 13

larger-scaleinitiative so that it can be even
moreeffective. Thisisavery good example
of what citizens can achieve. If you look at
the history of tuberculosis, cancer, and
AIDS, particularly in the Western world, it
was only when citizens organized them-
selves and demanded that governments en-
gagein research and proactive measuresto
addresstheissues, that the governmentsbe-
gan to pay attention.

Sl: In a perfect world, how would your ini-
tiativesactually work out inthefield? What
would be happening now if things were as
you want themto be?

JO: A basic healthcareinfrastructurewould
be established, would be functional, and
would be sustainable in the developing
world. Therewould beaclear ability of de-
veloping world nations to manufacture
their own generic high-quality medicines
for the treatment of AIDS, TB, malariaand
other neglected diseases. They would have
their own health research and devel opment
capacity, one that is closest to their needs,
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Children march for justice

“ Thevoiceof childrenwill beheard evenin
parliaments.” (Maitreya, Sl Jan/Feb 1990)
Hundreds of children marched into Buenos
Aires early in November 2002 after a 900-
mile journey to demand more funding for
education and social welfare programmes
for the poor. The 300 primary- and high-
school students set off on their protest
march at the end of October in the northern
city of Puerto Iguazu and ended it with a
demonstration outside the presidential pal-
ace to cal attention to the serious lack of
funds within the public education system.
They chanted slogans about ending hunger
and poverty among the neediest children.
“Wehavetofight for our future because
thepoliticiansarenot goingtodoit for us,”
said 14-year-old KarinaMoral es. Teachers,
parents and community groups supported
theyoung protestors’ appeal to the Govern-
ment to increase social services for the ap-
proximately 18 million people — half of
Argentina s population — who live below

the poverty line. Years of economic crisis
and highjoblessrates (currently 22 per cent
unemployment) have led to widespread
hunger and homel essnessin what was once
arelatively prosperous country.

The children made the point that the
Government has failed to provide Argen-
tina syouth asawholewith thebasic rights
as outlined by the United Nations. “The
government hasto respect our rights: hous-
ing, three meals a day, clothing. Without
those rights and without education, we can
never succeed,” said 10-year-old Mariadel
Carmen.

The march’s organizer, Alberto
Morlachetti, said Argentina must abide by
the United Nations' 1990 convention gov-
erning therights of children to basic educa-
tion, health care, shelter and food. “Any
noncompliance isin violation of our basic
humanrightsandfor thisweareheretoday,”
he told local news agency Noticias
Argentinas.

The'MarchforLife’ haswonthesupport
of UNICEF (United Nations Children’s
Fund), and of individuals such as the 1980
Nobel Peace laureate Adolfo Perez
Esquivel.(BBCTV,UK) °
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WHO lists top 10 preventable

death factors

Just 10 avoidable risk factors, including
mal nutrition, unsafe sex, smoking and poor
sanitation, account for 40 per cent of global
deaths each year, according to the World
Health Organization. WHO's new data on
patterns of death and illness appear in its
World Health Report 2002. WHO saysthat
inexpensive remedies exist and that gov-
ernmentsof al countriescandomoretopre-
vent unnecessary and premature death. It
concludesthat such countermeasures could
extend averagelifeexpectancy by fiveto 10
years.

“Thisreport providesaroad mapfor how
soci etiescantackleawiderangeof prevent-
able conditions that are killing millions of
peopleprematurely and robbing tensof mil-
lions of healthy life,” says Gro Harlem
Brundtland, WHO director general.

Therisks are starkly different between
“haves’ and “have-nots’. Whereas poor
people typically die through lack of food
and clean water, the rich die through dis-
eases of overindulgence. Brundtland de-
scribed the difference between rich and
poor people as particularly shocking. The
Report states that 170 million children are
underweight while one hillion adults are
overweight.

Of the 10risk factors, thefivethat dom-
inate in poor countries are: abnormally low
body weight, unsafe sex, iron deficiency,
unsafewater and exposureto indoor smoke
fromsolidfuels. “Indoor air pollutionwasa
complete surprise,” says Christopher
Murray, overall director of the report. The
smoke causes pneumonia in children and
lung disease in women.

In richer countries, the five key killers
are tobacco, acohol, high blood pressure,
high blood cholesterol and obesity. Murray
says that a big surprise was the unexpect-
edly large impact of high blood pressure,
cholesterol and alcohol on intermediate-
income countries such as India and China
—"“They’ vealwaysbeenperceived asprob-
lemsof high-income countries” — so coun-
termeasures taken now, as countriesindus-
trialize, could have disproportionately
large benefitsin thefuture.
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Inexpensive but effective measures to
combat these diseases of “affluence” in-
clude applying higher taxes on tobacco to
combat cancer and heart disease. WHO re-
ports that consumption falls by 2-10 per
cent for every 10 per cent increasein price.
And mandatory reductionsin the amount of
salt added to processed foods could reduce
strokes and heart attacks caused by high
blood pressure.

In poor countries, abnormally low
weight in infants and mothers is the major
avoidable risk factor, killing 3.4 millionin
the year 2000. Children who are lower in
weight areweak and morepronetoinfection
because they are malnourished, lacking
simple dietary essentials such as calories,
proteins, vitamins, and minerals such as
iron. Inexpensive remedies advocated by
WHO include adding micronutrients such
as vitamin A, zinc and iron to food, plus
counselling to encourage mothersto breast-
feed. (Source: www.newscientist.com;
Suddeutsche Zeitung, Germany)

Pollution in Bangladesh

For the countrieswhich arereluctant to sign
the Kyoto Protocol (most notably the
United States), here are some data they
should consider:

15,000 people die each year in Bangla-
desh from air pollution. The overcrowded
cities, the indiscriminate emission of toxic
gasesfrom carsandindustrieshavecauseda
deadly level of pollution in many regions;
6.5 million people suffer respiratory ill-
nesses.

Environmental pollution, in the form of
adenselayer of smokeandtoxicparticles,is
an everyday reality for 12 million people
living in Dhaka, the capital of the most
densely populated country in the world
(900 inhabitants per square kilometre).
M ost of the children show ahigh concentra-
tion of lead in the blood as a result of the
noxious elements to which they are ex-
posed.

Many cars are old and use low-quality
fuel (usualy oil with kerosene), and con-

“To aid men in their task, the Christ has
formulated certain priorities. They cover
theessentialneeds ofeveryman, woman
and child. The first priority is an ade-
quate supply of the right food. Sec-
ondly, adequate housing and shelter for
all. Thirdly, health-careand educationas
a universal right.” — Benjamin Creme’s
Master, January 1989.

Inthissection, Share Internationaladdresses
problemsinthe areas of Maitreya's priorities,
andalsoidentifiesrelated plans, solutionsand
projects.

sequently 90 per cent of the 300,000 motor
vehicles circulating in Dhaka give off high
levels of carbon monoxide, soot and sul-
phur dioxide.

The Government of Bangladesh has
started to replace the old engines with new
oneswhichrunonconcentrated natural gas,
the problem, however, isthat the initiative
is limited to Dhaka. (Source: EI Mundo,

Spain).

Fifteen million Ethiopians
face starvation

A drought-induced famine of huge propor-
tions is once again threatening Ethiopia,
despite warnings and appeals since early
2002. According to Ethiopian PrimeMinis-
ter Meles Zenawi, around 6 million people
need immediate food aid, with the number
settoriseto 15millionif international aidis
not forthcoming by theNew Y ear.

The current famine outstrips even the
1984 Ethiopian famine, when 5-6 million
wereaffected and 1 millionstarvedto death.
GeorgiaShaver, director of theWorld Food
Programme (WFP) in Ethiopia, warnsof the
colossal scaleof thecrisis: “In Southern Af-
ricathere are 10-14 million people needing
food aid acrosssix countries. In Ethiopiawe
could have the same number in just one
country.” She describesthe current level of
food aid to Ethiopiaasatricklein compari-
son with what is needed: “We need the re-
sources today so that we can prevent a de-
terioration of the situation. We don’'t need
theresourcessix monthsfromnow whenwe
see terrible images on the television.” Mr
Melesalsofearsthat devel oped nationswill
not take the crisis seriously without images
of skeletal figures on their television
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screens. He saysthat his Government isal-
ready barely abletokeepitspeoplealive, let
aone supply adequate food, and cannot af -
ford to buy in extra stocks itself — stocks
which would amount to 200 million tonnes
of food aid, according to BBC correspond-
ent Mike Thomson. But without it, says Mr
Meles, the escal ation of faminewill be“too
ghastly to contemplate”.

The effects of thefamine are evidentin
the countryside, wherewatering holeshave
been reduced to dustbowls surrounded by
fields of failed crops. In recent famines

people have pulled through by selling cattle,
but with the unique situation of both seasons
of short and long rains having failed, the
drought is so severe that cattle are dying be-
forethey canbesold; farmersareleavingtheir
parched land to search for water and grazing
in the remote hope of keeping afew animals
alive. Cropsturntodustinthehand, and have
not produced seed. Grainand cereal pricesare
rising fast. “The livestock has died and
people don't have any reserves,” said local
Imam Sheik Abdullah Mahmoud. “It's so
seriousthat it’sbeyond our capacity.”

12,4x17,4

97,6%

For one in six people on the planet, finding water for drinking, cooking and washing is a daily

struggle
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Bob Geldof, driving force behind the
Live Aid relief effort of 1984 said:
“Throughout al the conferences ... the vast
international governmental community ...
don’t seem to be capable of coming to the
root causesof famine.”

In the meantime, children in the coun-
tryside are already accepting that they will
die. In the village of Di Fakar, 200 kilo-
metres south of Ethiopia's capital Addis
Ababa, eight-year-old Fayo Hadji under-
stands that, with the cattle dead and the
cropsfailed, hisparentscannot feed him. “|
know | am going to dieand so aremy broth-
ersandsistersbecauseweareall sohungry,”
he said. “1 would prefer to die rather than
keeping waiting for food.”

Commented Bob Geldof: “If my four
[children] come home from school this af -
ternoon and | have nothing, nothing to give
them, and then | hear one of the youngest
ones saying, ‘Well, come on death, any-
thingispreferabletothis,’ that isuntenable
for anyonetolistento, theworld, the UK or
whatever. It is absolutely a disgrace.”
(Source: BBC, Evening Standard, UK)

Water wars

For onein six people on the planet, finding
water for drinking, cookingandwashingisa
daily struggle; 80 per cent of themliveinthe
countryside where some — quite literally
— have to fight for every drop. Plumbing
the Rights, a recent documentary by Earth
Report, paintsagrim picture of thegrowing
desperation — aswell asagrowing aware-
ness of their rights — among peoplein the
shanty-towns and villages of the develop-
ingworld. Cut off by poverty fromaccessto
water, people representing the poorest are
getting organizedtofight for aright towater
— afight they intend to take to Japan when
world leaders gather for the third World
Water Forumin March 2003.

Insomeurbanareasof South Africabeing
poor can literally mean being cut off from a
lifelinesupply of water. Peoplearecomingto
seethisasadenial of the most basic human
right—therighttolife. Chatsworthisatown-
ship outside Durban housing over 300,000
people. The township is now aso the front
line of unreported water wars, with security
guardsand armed policeturning up to cut off
residentswho cannot pay.

Christina Mangele is a single mother,

struggling to bring up her ownfour children 2
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7)1 andthreeothersinatiny two-roomflat. After

12 years of service for the same employer,
Christina found herself without a job and
serioudly ill, needing major surgery. She
begantofall behindin her water, electricity
and rent payments to the point where she
now owesthe council roughly US$2,000. In
January 2000 her water wascut off. Christina
resorted to using water from a nearby
polluted stream. An independent analysis
found this water to contain high counts of
bacteria from untreated sewage that cause
waterborne diseases such as cholera.

In a unique piece of legislation, South
Africa’s celebrated New Water Act gives
each household the right by law to a basic
allowance of 6,000 litres of free water per
month. In view of this the community ral-
lied round and helped Christinato make an
urgent application to the High Court to get
her water reconnected. But it was not until
three months | ater that she wasfinally able
to argue the case in court. In the meantime
shestill had nowater. In desperation shede-
cidedtoreconnect her ownwater. Despitethe
Act, theauthoritiessay thisisagainst thelaw.

Partly asaresult of having reconnected
her own water illegally, Christinalost her
case. Today sheisstill forced to useillegal
water asshestrugglesto pay off her bill. As
moreand morehouseholdshavetheir water
supply cut off, community members are
now taking the law into their own hands
and have become expert at reconnecting
people’ swater.

“Cutting off somebody’ swater istotally
inhumane and itsdefinitely against the con-
stitutional right to basic services,” accord-
ing to Brandon Pillay, a local activist.
“Peoplewhocan’taffordtopay areforcedto
reconnect illegally and to go to bed know-
ing that they’ reusing illegal electricity and
water. They haveto doit becausethey have
children and this is a basic necessity for
people in this community.”

Further north of Durban, along the Dol-
phin Coast, thousands of peopleinthepoor-
est townshipsnow havetheir water supplied
by a private multinational. A French com-
pany, SAUR International, has been
granted a 30-year concessionto runthewa-
ter services. But here the poor are cut off
from the start. Standpipes prevent people
fromaccessing water until they pay 60 Rand
for acard, and then they pay extrafor water
ontop of that. Despite promisesof freewater,
many peoplesmply can't afford the cards.

Meanwhile, SAUR International claims
it is not making a profit and merely actsto
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cover the costs, whileit feel sthat the matter
of accessfor the poorest isapolitical issue.
And although the entry of the private sector
into water management in the developing
worldisproving to behighly controversial,
it isbeing embraced by many governments
asaway of mobilizing finance.

Orlean Naidoo a Chatsworth resident:
“It isridiculous to privatize water. Privat-
ization isa profit-making system. How can
you make profit out of poor people? People
can't afford to pay for water services, and
now if you privatize it the prices are defin-
itely going to increase. The unemployment
rateis high and people don’t have money to
pay, soif weprivatizethen peoplearedefin-
itely going to die of thirst.”
(Source: BBC World TV; Changing Cur-
rentsweb publication, www.tve.org)

Weapons of Mass Salvation

Weapons of Mass Salvationisthetitle of a
specia report for The Economist by Jeffrey
Sachs, director of the Earth Institute at Co-
lumbia University, New Y ork, and Special
Adviser on Millennium Development
GoalstoUN Secretary-General Kofi Annan.
Hard-hitting criticism of the shortcomings
of current US policiesis combined with an
urgent call for change, compassion and the
right useof theUnited Nationsto benefit the
entireworld.

“If George Bush spent more time and
money on mobilizing Weapons of Mass
Salvation (WMS) in addition to combating
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD), we
might actually get somewhere in making
this planet a safer and more hospitable
home.... WMS ... are the arsend of life-
saving vaccines, medicines, and health
interventions, emergency food aid and
farming technologies that could avert liter-
ally millionsof deathseach year inthewars
against epidemic disease, drought and fam-
ine. Yet while the Bush administration is
prepared to spend $100 billionto rid Iraq of
WMD, it has been unwilling to spend more
than 0.2 per cent of that sum ($200 million)
in 2002 on the Global Fund to Fight Aids,
Tuberculosisand Malaria.”

Not sparingtheUSPresident’ sillusions,
Professor Sachswritesof thegreat | eadersof
the Second World War alliance who under-
stood both destruction and salvation, and
whoseaimwasnot simply to destroy but “to
create a world of shared prosperity”.
Roosevelt, he points out, spoke not only of
“Freedom from Fear” but aso “Freedom

from Want”. The Bush administration is
“turningacold and steely eyeaway fromthe
millions dying of hunger and disease”.

TheUnited Nations' General Assembly
hasjust been addressed by GeorgeW.Bush:
“Wewant,” the President said, “the United
Nations to be effective, and respected, and
successful.” YetitistheUSwhichfalls$60
billion short every year of meeting its
agreed commitment to the UN. A lot of
money?Not when onerealizes*“ that thean-
nual military spendingin Americahasrisen
by about that amount sinceMr Bush entered
the White House,” writes Professor Sachs.
The USA is“firmly in thelast place among
the 22 donor countries in aid as a share of
income, a position it will continue to hold
even after the small increases the adminis-
tration announced earlier thisyear.” Amer-
ica's planned contribution to the global
Aidsfundisonly afraction— one-sixth—
of what isneededin 2003. It wouldtakeonly
$25 billion ayear to prevent around 8 mil-
lion deaths annually. “The expected $100
billion cost of war against Iraqwould there-
fore be enough to avert around 30 million
premature deaths from disease, if chan-
nelled into a sustained and organized part-
nership with the poor countries.”

Professor Sachs argues that thereis“a
way out”: let the United Nations do what it
was created to do. Despite criticism and
withholding of funding, the UN’s special-
ized agencies “ have far more expertise and
hands-on experience than any other organ-
izationin theworld”.

Sachs urges that, in tandem with the
World Bank, the UN should be asked to set
up “Global Frameworks of Action” which
would*“outlinein broad terms, yet with spe-
cific budgetary guidelines and timetables
attached, the specific ways in which rich-
and poor-country governments, the pri-
vate sector, philanthropic foundations
and other parts of civil society could get
organized to win the fight against pov-
erty and disease.”

“Our interconnectedness on the planet
isthe dominating truth of the 21st century,”
writesSachs, yettheUSisdoinglittletomo-
bilizeweaponsof masssalvation. If George
Bushwould mobilize Americatofight pov-
erty, disease and hunger he would mobilize
millions against terrorism and “fulfil his
own call for the world to ‘show that the
promise of the United Nations can be ful-
filledinour times'”. (Source: The Econom+
ist,UK)

[ ]
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Honourable work

Dear Editor,

In March 2002 our group were | ate prepar-
ing the stand for the esoteric fair in Ham-
burg. We only had one week |eft and much
work todo. | had not beenwell andfelttired
and without energy or interest to do any-
thing, so | decided | should work aslittle as
possible.

On Friday morning | went out with my
daughter to the nearest photocopy shop to
copy the' hand of Maitreya’ and several pic-
turesof lightcircles. | waswaitinginaqueue
when two people camein who attracted my
attention. A very energetic young woman
with a strong radiance, a ‘sunny’ person
with very long dark hair which fell downto
her waist in tiny curls. She had big green
eyes surrounded by lots of green mascara.
Behind her ayoung manwholooked alittle
bit like the German singer Heino — not a
favourite of mine so to speak: very yellow-
blond hair, brown skin, black leather jacket
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and black mirror sunglasses (which | really
hate, especially wornindoors).

Thewoman went to my left and the man
tomy right in the queue. At once sheturned
tomeandwestarted talking. Shehadtogive
atalk that evening in the university (for the
annual Woman's Day) and wanted to have
more pictures. She enjoyed having the op-
portunity to talk to children, and soon we
talked about the need to change education,
tofreechildrenfrom being conditioned, the
importance of the mother in the family and
the necessity to create new and better struc-
turesintheworld. Shewasfull of animation,
energy and joy; | wasfascinated.

Then we had a misunderstanding: |
wanted to agree with her that by talking to
children adifferent kind of speech or words
iS sometimes necessary, more concrete de-
scriptionsthan adultsneed. And| said: “It’'s
difficult sometimestofind theright words.”
(I'havebeenateacher for 25yearsand | know

The hand of Maitreya

this.) She interrupted me, turning to me
quickly, looked into my eyes directly, and
without a smile said: “No, nothing is diffi-
cult! It'san honour to do thiswork.”

| tried to explain that she misunderstood
me, but she stopped me with a gesture and
continued: “It is not at all difficult or a
strain, it is wonderful — wonderful to be
allowedtodothiswork andtogotofairsand
todoall this. | know thisbecausel didit. Itis
an honour to work for the new times.”

| had not told her beforewhat | wasdoing
and| amfairly surethat | had not mentioned
thefair. But at thismoment wewerestopped
by the copier who had enlarged the* hand of
Maitreya to A2 size. He held the photo up
andasked: “Isitokay?’ All thepeopleinthe
long queue looked at the hand and stopped
talking. For me, the energy streaming out
wasvery strong.

Then the young man with the glasses
tapped me on my shoulder, and in arather
hushed voice asked: “Isit Hishand?’

“Yes,” | answered quickly. | found his
question unusual becausein Northern Ger-
many religious things are generally not in-
cludedindaily lifeand | never heard some-
one talk about the Christ in such afamiliar
way. | asked himif heknew about the photo
or the story. Hetook off hisglasses. He had
green eyes too and looked intelligent and
sympathetic. Heanswered: “No, | don’t, but
when| saw thishand | thought it must beHis
hand.”

My daughter returned and werushed of f
immediately. Inthefollowing hours, at first
the young man seemed unusual to me, but
more and more the words of the young
woman came back to my mind. Though she
had misunderstood me, she gave me just
what | needed at that moment. Andit really
worked!

In the evening we had a group meeting
and | told the story to the others. No doubt it A
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71 gave us a lot of fiery energy, wondering

whether thewoman and the man were* spe-
cial’ or not. We had really good ideas about
how to arrange our stand, and at the fair it
seemed that wewere*" thecentreof interest”
with people coming to us continuously all
day long— and of courseit was" an honour
for us to be alowed to work for the new
times’!

Werethey ‘specia’ peopleinthe photo-
copy shop?
HeideDiercks, Hamburg, Germany.
(Benjamin Creme’'s Master confirms that
the ‘man’ was Maitreya; the ‘woman’ was
theMaster Jesus.)

Sleep remedy

Dear Editor,

A man from Maarheeze, Holland, came to
me about six months ago. He had bone can-
cer and cameto mefor help becausel ama
healer. | spoketo himfor an hour and ahalf.
| alsotold himabout thereturn of the Christ,
and gave him two cards of ‘Maitreya’s
hand’.

About four weeks ago he visited me
again. Hewasadifferent man from thefirst
time — instead of fear of death, he had ac-
cepted that he could die. He told me that
from the day | gave him the cards of
Maitreya's ‘hand’, every night he put one
under his pyjamas on the left side and the
other under hisright side. From that day for
six months he slept every night, and had no
pain at night.

| said: “Perhaps you would like to have
new ‘hand’ cards?’

“My story isn’'t finished,” he said.

“Every morning | awakebathedin perspira-
tion, then my wifegivesmedry clothes, and
adry bed. Butin all those monthsthe hands
of Maitreyawereneverwet, crumpledordis-
coloured. Sol tell youl neednonew * hands'.
| amvery glad and thankful withthe* hands’
| have.”
Annekev/dBurgt, Heerlen, theNetherlands
(Benjamin Creme’'s Master confirms that
this is indeed a miracle manifested by
Maitreya.)

Arrestingexperience

Dear Editor,

During our vacation to Turkey in October
2002 my husband Peter and | had a funny
experience. We had rented a car and driven
into the mountains. On our way back we
picked up two walkers who told us many
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things. After we had let them off at a
crossroadwewerestill alittleconfusedfrom
the interesting conversation so that Peter,
upon turning off, accidentally drove into
the opposite lane. We noticed quickly,
though, and corrected it.

Unfortunately, the police had seen
this, and as we drove off the road at the
next gas station to fuel up they blocked
our way and took away my husband’'s
driving license and car papers. | was mad
and shouted: “We are not going to pay
anything!” They told usto stay there and
drove out of the gas station around a cor-
ner out of sight.

| wasrather angry and certainly did not
want to pay thepolicea“ bribe”. At that mo-
ment, to our right acar withtwo men stopped
and the driver (he didn't look Turkish but
more European) asked usif wewere having
trouble with the police. We told him our
situation, first in English and then in Ger-
man, but he seemed to have known every-
thing beforehand anyway. Hewasvery nice
and unobtrusive and seemed somehow
amused and relaxed. He offered totake care
of our papersand walked to the policecar. |
was still sceptical and said to my husband
that | would simply drive away on the other
side of the gas station (since | still had my
driver’slicense), he could apply for a new
driver’slicense in Germany, and the rental
agency would take care to get back its car
papers.

| went to the police car to protest and to
see what was going on. | doubted that the
man could help us, and stood beside him,
dragging at his sleeve and grumbling in
general. Hewas nice but didn’t let himself
be interrupted in his friendly discussion
with the police. Then | talked to the police-
men directly, but they also were not at all
impressed by me. So | stood around for a
while not knowing what to do, until | con-
vinced myself again to simply take off.

Peter had paidfor thegasand | wantedto
sit behind the steering wheel, when the nice
man came around the corner, waving the
papers. Hehanded themto Peter, opened his
arms and the two embraced each other sin-
cerely. Then we al shook hands to thank
him. We were very relieved and totally
happy. The man really seemed amused the
wholetimeasif thiswasonly aperformance
forhim.

Afterwardsmy husband and | really had
to laugh about the whole situation. Maybe |

should add that before we had started off |
had stuffed alittle copy of Maitreya shand
in the windscreen ventilation and asked
Maitreyato look after usand the car.

Did we get help from a Master or
Maitreya?
Petraand Peter Schag, Berlin, Germany.
(Benjamin Creme’'s Master confirms that
thetwo ‘walkers and the‘ policemen’ were
Maitreya and the Master Jesus. The * help-
ful” manwasnot ‘ special’.)

Ghostly guidance?

Dear Editor,

On Wednesday 16 October 2002 my wife
and | went to Notre DamedeBonnefontaine
(canton of Fribourg, Switzerland) wherein
theforest aspring flowsin acave dedicated
to the Madonna.

Inthelittletown of Payernewe stopped
to ask theway. As| was about to put coins
into the parking meter, a man called out
from the other side of the parking areatell-
ing usnot to pay becauseinthe morning the
parkingwasfree. Thenheranup, greetingus
withamarvelloussmile.

We took the opportunity to ask him the
way to Bonnefontaine. His face became
even moresmiling and happy and hetold us
that last Sunday he had been there with his
Catholic wife. With arare kindness and a
fine humour the man gave usdetailed direc-
tions. Taking leave of him, wetold him our
nameswere Georgesand Marcelle and still
smiling broadly he replied: “And | am
Caspar the Ghost!”

Half-an-hour later we were in the cave
we had searched so hard for, still astonished
to have been so well-informed at the right
moment.

Sincethenwehavewondered about two
things: (1) Is the spring of Bonnefontaine
energized? (2) Who wasthe kind man who
gave usinformation in Payerne?

Marcelle and Georges Wyss, Preles, Swit-
zerland.

(Benjamin Creme’'s Master confirms that
(2) the spring at Bonnefontaine is indeed
energized, by the Master Who was the
Madonna; and (2) the “kind man” was
Maitreya.)

Loop the loop

Dear Editor,

On 9 November 2002, afriend and | were
standing outside getting abreath of freshair
in Amsterdam. The night sky was clear and
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my friend happened to notice aglowing or-
ange ball moving erratically acrossthe sky.
Wewatcheditfor acoupleof minutes: itwas
travelling in one direction but all the while
made abrupt zig-zag loops and twists, al-
most dancing about.

Could you please say whether it was a
UFO or something el se?
SonyaCreme, Amsterdam, Holland.
(Benjamin Creme’'s Master confirms that
the abject was not a UFO but Maitreya’s
Lightship.)

Alarm bell

Dear Editor,

While visiting London in the mid-1990s
| thought | would makeit atourist visit to
see the place in the modern world to
which the Teacher had chosen toreturn. |
walked thelength of Brick Lane and back
againto get afeel for the area, and on the
way back to the tube station detoured
into a small side street just off
Whitechapel. About ablock into the side
street | saw aman | took to be about 50-55
years old, obviously a street person, am-
bling nervously around with no particu-
lar sense of direction. Dressed in a blue
work shirt and jeans, he was of medium
height and build, with short-cropped,
blondish-red hair, a three-day stubble
and avery tired, weary expression on his
face.

My reactiontohimwasoneof alarmand
pity. Alarm because he seemed slightly
menacing, walking in an unsteady, almost
uncontrollably agitated manner. Then pity
and some guilt, for having been alarmed in
thefirst place.

Same old scene, | thought. Anyone liv-
ing in any modern city has seen it all too
often: not enough food, no real shelter,
over-exposure to the elements, and, in this
case, one got the impression of a nervous
system compromised by drug or alcohol
abuse. A sort of one-man encapsulation of
everything that is wrong with the world,
everything that comes of greed, compla-
cency and indifference. Worse, this guy
seemed too whacked out to even try to be
hel ped.

So | kept an eye on him. He darted out
onto the street, stepped back to the curb,
muttered something angrily to himself,
walked aimlessly around, crossed the street
and turned my way. Intheinterim, | had be-
gunto sightsee again when suddenly hewas
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headed straight at me, much closer than 1’ d
remembered. It looked as though he might
try tomug me, but | quickly turned my head,
shot him a hard look, and he backed off.
Somewhat relieved, | made my way back to
the tube, continuing to keep an eye on him
till hewasout of sight.

At the time, | had a strange, only par-
tially registered sensation. | couldn’t figure
out how he suddenly got so closeto me, and
why, seemingly justintime, | had turned my
attention back tohim. Ononelevel, thiswas
asad, half-crazed street-person. Onanother,
itseemed |’ dturned back toward himasifin
responseto him saying something to mein-
ternally, like: “Hey, pay attention will
you?’

Reading accounts of appearances by
Maitreya and the Master Jesusin ShareIn-
ternational, it becomes apparent that the
manner in which they appear often has
something to do with the psychology of the
person to whom they are appearing (not al-
ways entirely flattering). The nature of the
appearance itself seems to have something
tocommunicate. Thenl rememberedthat, as
ayounger man, | oftenworework shirtsand
jeans. Was this street person an exagger-
ated, future-tense reflection of me and my
ownfears?

To this day, | don’'t know if I’ve com-
pletely grasped the significance of this en-
counter, but as| recounted it, | realized who
the ‘street person’ might have been. It was
quiteaperformance.

Marc Gregory, Santa Monica, California,
USA.

(Benjamin Creme’'s Master confirms that
the ' street person’ wasMaitreya.)

Piccadilly circus

Dear Editor,

(1) While travelling on the London Picca-
dilly Underground line a couple of years
ago, | had an encounter which delighted
me. | noticed an older couple across from
me and heard myself think: “Tourists.” A
Turkish-looking man, dressed in working
mode, with balding hair combed sideways,
fattish with a moustache, said out loud:
“Could be, could be.” Next | heard myself
say: “Onholiday.” Again, themanwhowas
sitting next but one to me said: “ Could be,
could be.” | suddenly realized that he was
either mad or telepathic and | laughed
internally and could hardly stop myself
looking at him. Next, he burst into song —

Italian opera — whereupon | laughed
quietly to myself hardly containing it.
Then he touched me on the shoulder to get
metolook at him, which| didand hesangto
me. | washighly delighted. | knew hewasn’t
drunk or mad. Next he got up and pranced
around and danced, singing and interject-
ing it with comments about it being a spe-
cial night, aspecial weekend. Heperformed
for the few people who were there and
everyone without exception smiled and
laughed.

Then at Finsbury Park station he turned
and looked directly at me and in a very
cheeky way rai sed hiseyebrowsthreetimes
asif to say: “Do you recognize me?’ Then
he got off. Ashewas getting off | suddenly
got an image of that finger on my shoulder
and his last look and recognized him as
Meher Baba. A few weekslater | saw him
again, and practically bumped into him asl
came out of my flat. “Lovely, lovely,” he
said in passing. | was dumbfounded and
swore that next time | would speak with
him. Wasit Meher Babaor aMaster taking
on his earthly look?

(Benjamin Creme’'s Master confirms that
the* Turkish man’ wasMaitreya.)

Fatherfigure

(2) wenttoAssos, inTurkey, for Christmas.
Onthefirstday my friendand | walkedtoan
archaeological site. Whenwe arrivedinthe
village a handsome looking tall man with
grey hair and practically transparent,
youthful-looking skin aged 55 (as he told
me later) appeared out of nowhere. He told
us hewasthe head archaeol ogist and would
be happy to show us around even though it
was closed. He gave lots of information on
Saint John and the church he built there,
showed usthe cave church where evidence
of four religionswas apparent. He also told
me to stop smoking saying he'd given up
someyearsbefore, and gave mewild thyme
for my lungsand held my hand. | felt likea
child and he the father. He had child’s
hands, unblemished (for an archaeol ogist).
Later, back at the hotel, when we told the
staff of our adventurethey looked at each
other and declared it was impossible as
the archaeologist had returned to Istan-
bul four daysbeforefor the holiday. Who
washe?

Mary O’ Reilly, London, UK.

(Benjamin Creme’'s Master confirms that
thearchaeologist’ was, infact, Maitreya.) e
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QUESTIONSANDANSWERS

Q. If your Master or the Christ could today address directly the
United Nations Security Council and the world’s leaders, what
would They advisein order to cement a real and permanent rap-
prochement in the Middle East, and with the Muslimworldin gen-
eral?

A. Thecreationof justiceand freedomthrough the sharing of essen-
tial resources throughout the world. Sharing isinevitable, and the
sooner understood and implemented, the sooner peace and secur-
ity for al will beachieved. Thisistruefor the Middle East and the
worldingeneral.

Q. (1) Howreceptive, fromtheHierarchy’ spoint of view, ishuman-
ity at present to Maitreya’'s ideas? (2) Does increased fear and
tension close people psychologically to His priorities?

A. (1) Twenty-fiveper cent arevery receptive; 40 per centarefairly
receptive; 35 per cent are not receptive. (2) No, the opposite. Fear
drives peopleto act hysterically — asinthe UStoday — or to look
for answerstotheproblems.

Q. | am confused about Maitreya’s reappearance. | can under-
stand that karmiclawsareunder consideration hereaswell asnot
infringing free will. It just worries me sometimes that only the
agents of the “ light” forces take heed of these things. We have
many crazy peopleready to blow themsel ves up (with many others)
in the supposed name of God. They seem to have no problem (or
awareness) of karma, freewill etc.

If they pull off some major terrorist acts (nuclear, chemical

or biological), it doesn’t seem like the planet, or human race,
will be around for the reappearance. How is that karmically
correct?
A. Of course, that is precisely why thistimeis one of such major
tension and crisis. Nevertheless, Maitreya and the Masters must
obey the karmic law — even if we do not. We have to trust that
Maitreyaknowsexactly when— and when not—tointervene, and
still remain withinthekarmic law.

Q. Minnesota Democratic Senator Paul Wellstonewaskilledina
plane crash along with hiswife, daughter, staffersand pilotswhile
campaigning for re-election. He was a true demaocrat in that he
cared about hisconstituency, especially thepoor inhisdistrict. He
did not take money from corporations. Hisdeath isa great lossto
America. (1) Wasfoul play the cause of the plane crash? (2) What
was hisray structure and point of evolution?

A.(1)No. Thistragiceventwasapureaccident. (2) S: 2; P: 4(6); M:
6(2); A:4(6); Ph: 3(7). Hewas1.5degreesinitiate.

Q. (1) Did Jesushaveabrother Jacob (James)? (2) Washeolder or
younger than Jesus? (3) Was he stoned to death, and why? (4)
Could we have his ray structure and point of evolution?

A. (1) Yes. Infact, four brothers. (2) Y ounger. (3) Y es. Asabrother
andfollower of Jesus. (4) S: 3; P:6(2); M: 3(7);A:6(6); Ph: 7(3).He
was 1.6 degreesinitiate.

Q. WhodidtheBali bombingsin October 20027 (1) Isitterrorists
workor theUSA? (2) Isitlocal people swork, or foreigners? (3) Is
itlinkedto Al Qaeda? (4) What isthemotive behind this? (5) IsAbu
Bakar Basyir aterrorist likethe Americans say?
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Questionsdealingwiththeac-
tivities of Maitreya and the
Hierarchy of the Masters of
Wisdom, and about the Age-
less Wisdom Teachings,
whichhavenot beenanswered
in hisbooks, are answered by
Benjamin Creme in this sec-
tion. Benjamin Cremedoesnot
seek to set himself up as an
arbiter of the authenticity of
other groups activities and
communications. Please re-
frain from posing such ques-
tions.

Send your written questions
to: Sharelnternational/Ques-
tions, PO Box 3677, London
NW5 1RU, UK.
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A. (1) Terrorists. (2) Local people. (3) No. (4) Terrorism against
Westerners. (5) Not directly, but he sympathizeswiththeir aims.

Q. Whowill bethenext president of Indonesia? Will it be Megawati
again?
A.No.

Q. What would happen to Indonesia in the future? (1) Will Indo-
nesia come out fromits present crisis, or get worse? (2) What will
happen to Indonesia’ s economy in the future?

A. (1) Itwill getworse. (2) Downgraded, near collapse.

Q. Howwould you describethe state of the USeconomy at present?
A. Shaky. As stable as the Dow Index which, we know, istotally
erratic.

Q. Would you say there is a danger of an economic domino effect
throughout Latin America, with one country after another appear-
ing to collapse, or on the verge of doing so?

A. Yes, that scenarioisvery much onthecards.

Q. Thereseemstobeincreased seismicactivity at present acrossthe
globe. What isthe cause?

A. There are several causes. increased sun-spot activity; natural
plate-movement; the heightened tension generated by humanity
by wrong thought and action— thisisatimeof crisisand widespread
fear. Wehave President Bush and hisadvisersto thank for that.

Q. Did any of the Masters comfort and help the children killed
recently in the earthquakein ltaly?
A.Y es, asalwaysinacatastrophe, several Mastersareimmediately
involved in saving and comforting.

Q. | know your Master’s article about children and gaysis a lot
deeper and more helpful to all than | understand at my point of
evolution, but I’ d like to know more about how to handle the criti-
cism of readers who misinterpret it as bigotry. [ The family’, S
October 2002]

A. TheMaster’ sarticleisnot about “children and gays’ but about
the family unit as the basic form in which children can find the
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necessary relationships to evolve correctly from an esoteric and
karmic standpoint. The Master saysexpressly that Hierarchy isnot
theenemy of homosexual's, butitisobviousthat single-sex partner-
ships cannot provide the full requirementsfor children’sinner de-
velopment. | have no doubt that same-sex partners can and do pro-
vide, to adopted children, thelove and carewhich all children also
need.

Q. (1) Arethe Energiesbeing sent into theworld by the Christ and
Master s now mor e potent than ever? (2) Would it be correct to say
that there seems to be an intensification of Hierarchical effort at
present aswe moveto theyear’ send?

A.(1)Yes.(2)Yes.

Q. The groups working around the world for the Emergence also
have the opportunity to help inform, explain and educate after
Maitreya’ sfull publicemergence. (1) Manyinthegroupsareinter-
ested in healing, but no specific instruction has been given about
it. Is that because the primary task, at least initially, is educa-
tional? (2) Will the Masters be giving training in healing? (3)
Would that bein someyears' time?

A. (1) Partly, yes. (2) Not directly, but through disciples. (3) Yes.

Q. Areany of the Mastersresiding in Africa (Kenya)?
A.InAfricayes.InKenya, no.

Q. Inresponsetothefollowing questionand answer in Sharel nter-
national: “ Q: When Judas betrayed Jesus, did that not alter his
evolution? A: Yes, it did alter Hisevolution. He has since paid the
price, the penalty. Also, of course, it waspart of a plan.” When he
“ paid the price, the penalty” , what exactly did that entail? What
wasit he had to go through?

A. In hisimmediate next life Judas was a ‘ Christian’ preacher, a
follower of Jesus'steachings. ‘ Christianity’ was an unauthorized
and unacceptable ‘ sect’ or ‘cult’. Judaswas betrayed by one of his
close followers, arrested, imprisoned, tortured and eventually put
to death by stoning.

Q. TheThai presshasrecently reported thousandsof touristsflock-
ing to seea mysteriousphenomenonin Nong Khai province, north-
eastern Thailand, in which coloured fireballs known as“ Naga’'s
Fireballs” shoot intothesky onthefirst full-moon night of October
each year, at the end of Buddhist Lent. The flames, said to come
froma mythical serpent living in the Mekong River, arebeing in-
vestigated by the Thai Gover nment. Isthisan authentic miracle?
A. Thisphenomenonisnot manifested by aMaster but by the Space
Brothers(UFOs), soitisnot exactly amiracle.

Q.Inatelevisionreport earlyin August 2002, thefir st experiments
on stem-cells have been shown, then “ prophet-genes’ have been
identified, making it possibleto definea human being’ sfutureina
single drop of blood. What point have these experiments reached
now? (1) Are they the premises of the future healing through the
technology of Light? (2) In one of your previousanswers, you have
specified that in no case man should play God. Does this remark
apply only to the practice of genetic engineering?

A. (1) No. (2) Inrespect of cloning.

SHARE INTERNATIONAL
VOL.21,NO. 10—DECEMBER 2002

Q. (1) Can one send energy to another person by using the card
showing Maitreya’s hand? (2) If one holds in one hand the card
and in the other hand a photo of this person, does thiswork (bet-
ter)? (3) If one holdsin one hand the card and with the other hand
one holdsthe person, does thiswork (better)?
A.(1)No.(2)No.(3)No.

Q. (1) Isit psychologically possible for child soldiers to be fully
rehabilitated and restored to a normal psychological state? (2)
What would be the best way to help them?

A. (1) Yes, very often. Many have been rehabilitated even after
yearsof ‘service'. (2) They usually need counselling, and edu-
cation in the company of ‘normal’ children, well away from
their army experience. And, of course, muchloveand affec-
tion.

Q. In many Western countries the incidence of depression isin-
creasing staggeringly. In the UK, for example, the prescribing of
anti-depressants has increased 700 per cent in the last 10 years.
What isthereason for this‘epidemic’ ?

A.Depressionisthesocial illnessof asociety dedicatedtomaterial -
ism. It is ‘spiritual starvation’, and is growing more and more
throughout the developed Western world. The highest incidence
of depression and the greatest use of anti-depressantsand tranquil-
lizersareintheUSA.

Q. How do audiencesin the USA respond to theidea of sharing?
A. Itisdifficult to gauge the response to radio interviews because
theaudiencesareso large but at my lecturesthereisawaysalarge
majority infavour of sharing.

Q. How do audiences in Japan react to your information about a
world stock-market crash?

A. The Japanese peopl e have aready experienced their own stock-
market crash: the Nikkei collapse from 40,000 to 10,000 points.
They have seenits effect on the economy of Japan and neighbour-
ing countriesand await, stoically, aworldwidereplicaof their own
experience.

Q. Belgian authorities have decided to withdraw fluoride from
water and were also hoping to have it removed from dental prod-
ucts, although thislatter proposal hasnot been agreed on. Belgian
tests show that too much fluoride can affect the nervous system. I's
fluoride not good for healthy teeth?

A. Not all peopleneed or lack fluorideand itisacrimetoputitin
drinking water — an infringement of the freewill of al the people
who do not need fluoride. Fluorideisgood for teeth but only porous
or unhealthy teeth. The best way to takeit, if needed, isin homoe-
opathic potency.

Q. (2) Is anyone receiving messages from “ the Brotherhood on
Srius’ ? (2) If so arethey publishing them? (3) If we come across
printed material containing what isclaimed to be Srian language
—greetings and exhortations— should we generally discount its

validity?
A. (1) Under thelevel of a5th degree Master, no. (2) No. (3) | cer-
tainly would. °
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Peace, Sharing and Justice are central to My Teaching.
Wherever the Light of these Truths shines | turn My eye,
and through the channel of that Light do | send My Love.
Thus do I work.

Thus through you do | change the world.

Maitreya, from Message No. 92

photo: UNICEF / Shamshuz Zaman





